U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

December 7, 2016 


MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 



FOIPA Request No.: 1362207-000 
Subject: LINKLETTER, ARTHUR GORDON 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 125 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

Please be advised that FBI files 15-7223 (1/5/1993); 26-47877 (12/1/1993); 15-3920 
(10/10/1992); 95-HQ-62416 (8/17/1993); and 87-95585 (6/28/1990), which may or may not be responsive to 
your FOIA request, have been destroyed. The records-destruction practices of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) are conducted in full compliance with Title 44, United States Code, Chapter 33 and the 
Code of Federal Regulations, Title 36, Chapter 12, subpart 1228. 

For your additional information, a record that may be responsive to your Freedom of 
Information Act request has been transferred to the National Archives. You may desire to direct a request to 
the National Archives, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001. Please reference file numbers 
94-57196, 31-173141, and 100-HC-0-SEC 808. 

Additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously 
processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, you may request an 
additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to - Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, 
Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your 
correspondence. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site: 
https://foiaonline.requlations.gov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oqis@nara.gov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)( 1 ) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial infonnation obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or infonnation ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l ) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished infonnation pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of detennining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified infonnation, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to detennine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to detennine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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fk FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATlP 
^WITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet Recorded 3 - 9 - 5 b 9:00 


LAB PIEE 


L AIEHI 


Ro: 


UNSBB 
ART LIKKEETTER 
EXTORTION 


'V * V r - ' 1 <, * 

. ^ # 9-25669-/ 

SR «• TIOTIM - P-180956 AX 


'■ ' f 9-25669-1 

Examination requested by: SAC^ LA (9-l6l8) 

Date of reference communication: 2-*26-£4 Date received: 

Examination requested: Document * Fingerprint 

Result of Examination: 


3-3-S4 


Examination by: 




Specimens submitted /for, examination 


Envelope bearing hp address '’ART. LINKLBTTER C.B.S. 
TELBVION HOLLYWOOD CALIF," postmarked "JAMAICA, N.Y. 
FEB 1FT954 9 -PM." 

Q6 Accompanying note consisting of cut-outs from newspaper 
clippings reading "THIS IS IT YOUR LAST CHANCE YOUR 
CHILDREN ARE NEST RAT." 
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STANOARD FORM NO. M 


Office Memorandum 

\ 

: DIRECTORS, FBl/ 


UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT 


s ! DIRECTORS FBI X DATE: 2/26/ 

)M : SAC, LOS ANGELES (9-l6l8) “ ' J 

iJECT: UNSUBl \ ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 

ART-LINKLETTER - Victim ~ 

EXTORTION : ) 

// / ' f* < . 

? Remytel 2/25/54 end mylet same date. 

There is enclosed herewith for the Bureau the original and 
one photostatic copy of an additional letter received by victim which 
’.ms postmarked February l6, 1954 , at Jamaica, New York. It is noted / 
this letter was addressed to ART LINKLETTER, CBS Television, Hollywood/ 
California, The contents of the letter consists of cutouts from newspapers 
attached with scotchtape to accounting type paper and states, "This it. 
Your last chance. Your children are nest. Raw", / 

/ 

It is requested that the same examination afforded the letters 
previously furnished the Bureau be afforded this letter. 

Victim's secretary, advised that the above letter 

war discovered today, February 2b, 1954, among fan mail which was received 
■at victim 's office from CBS Television Studio, Hollywood, California. 

is causing a check to be made of all fan mail which has not 

previously been screened for any additional letters from Unsub to victim, 

r advised she. showed the enclosed letter to victim this 

date and he does not feel concerned about the matter. Attempts have 
been made to interview victim; however, due to his extremely busy 
schedule, he has not been available for interview up to this l.Jme. 

Victim's secretary is attempting to arrange for an interview with victim 
concerning this matter on Monday, March 1, 1954. 

I The Bureau will be kept advised of any additional developments. 

) One photostatic copy of the afore -mentioned letter is being 

forwarded herewith to the New York Division. 
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Further reurlet February 25, 1954# submitting two 
envelopes and accompanying notes, designated in the laboratory 
report as 01 through Q4, for examination. 

3-our latent fingerprints of value developed on Q3 
and Q4. Evidence Is enclosed. 

Laboratory report soparate. 

Encl^'si^es (!j) 

GC- .;ew“'Toric. 
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Be: ART IJ'IKIETTER -VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Laboratory Work Sheet Recorded 3-h-5h UjOO PM be 


Lab. File 




• 'rM: 


•- File # ?~XSZ & ? 
• Lab; # 

D-0USO73? AX 


9-2566 9 - 


1 ^' 


Date received: 


Examination requested by: „ , 

SAC, Los Angola (9-&m) 

Date of reference communication: 

Lot. 2-55-51* 

Examination requested: 

Document - Fingerprint 

Result of Examination: Examination by: 


3-1-5!* 


... -y.fy 
vV$$! 


4a 

I 




Specimens submitted for examination 



Q1 S;jvoIop$ bearing the hand printed address in pencil and red ink MI 

libkioter c-g.$* msnaroa imir cat,:?,* pant^od "Jamaica. u»/. 


Q2 Acco.spnnyinf: note made of letter a end vords cut from newspaper beginning 
r ’~c rant you ■' and: nr; bo rover ag side ‘’you Tramp,” 


T3 Ssvelopo bowing tbo band printed addroan "ART -JSUKKSTEnS c* n.f, 

TPirv:: :"■■«• !I - 'L. r T ?>1D C/LT postmarked "JAMAICA, a.T. FH3 10 XS?5li 

6 : _>0 « 


Qli Accompanying note mCo of lottcrc anil ~ordo cut from newupaner beginning 
»E*t Thl» It»s..... J ‘ ending n&RSnft.« 







STANDARD FORM NO. 84 


Office 


7f y * ' 


• - .;. 

^ *' 

w • 


^ 1 


£*<*» 


mm -:. . 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (9-NEW) 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 
ART^LINKLETTER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


,V4. • 

date : Fe bruairy 25, 1954 


!> 


ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 
Remytel February 25, 1954. 


fs B »V 

There is submitted as an enclosure hereto the 


be 

b7C 


Y 


original and one photostatic copy of two extortion letters 
received by victim. It is noted one letter is postmarked 
February 1, 1954, and the other, February 10, 1954, both 
Jamaica, New York. 

The laboratory is requested to examine these 
extortion letters for fingerprints. It is likewise requested 
that the handwriting on the envelopes be searched through the 
anonymous letter file for a possible identification. 

The victim, ART LINKLETTER, is a prominent television 
.and radio personality. 

The letters were forwarded to the Los Angeles by 

LINKLETTER 1 s secretary, by letter dated February 


4 

M 





24, 1954. sKe was telephonically contacted upon receipt of the 
letters and advised that she had shown the letters to Mr. 
LINKLETTER, and he could furnish no inform ation conce rning 


the identity of the subject. According to 
has no acquaintances in Jamaica, New York. 


LINKLETTER 


She advised that 
LINKLETTER was Master of Ceremonies at a Pillsbury "baking 
contest" in New York City on December 15, 1953> and has not 
been in New York since that date. LINKLETTER was also M.C. 
of a Press Party for President Elsenhower in Washington, D. ( 
on February 6 , 1954 . 


S if 


explained that LINKLETTER receives a 
tremendous amount of fan mail and Borne of it is not handled 
for three or four weeks after receipt. She advised she would 


AIR MAIL REGISTERED 
Ends. 

GDHiMRB 0 

cc: NEW YORK (Ends.) (Air Mali} 
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cause an immediate search to be made of all fan mail on hand 
to determine if any additional letters of a similar nature have 
been received. 


|further advised that LINKLETTER is the 

father of three daughters and two sons, aged from five to 

seventeen . 

t 

No personal contact has been had with LINKLETTER 
as yet, but arrangements will be made to Interview him as 
soon as possible. 

The New York Division is being furnished one 
photostatic copy of each of the letters received by the 
victim. New York is requested to conduct any logical 
investigation possible at Jamaica, New York, to determine 
the Identity of the unknown subject. 


Assistant United States Attorney HOWARD R. HARRIS, 
Los Angeles, was contacted and advised of this matter. He 
stated that the letters undoubtedly constitute a violation 
of the Extortion Statute and suggested that investigation be 
made. 


| Homicide Division, Los Angeles 

Police Department, was advised of the receipt of the aforementioned 
letters by the victim. He stated that no information has 
„ previously come to the att.entioncf the Los Angeles Police Depart- 
I ment regarding this matter, but he would notify this office 

I immediately if they receive any Information of Interest. 

I The Bureau will be kept advised of all pertinent 

H developments. 
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FEB 25 1954 
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TELETYPE 


Mr. Tolson — 


sJr/X I Mr. Ladd Jyi 
(fl I Mr. SiifeilSxL 


?BI ; , LOS ANGELES 
-DIRECTOR, FBI 


2-25- 54 
URGENT 


8-38 PM 


Mr. lyWnt j 

Mr. C'l('jr:r ! 

Mr. Cilrvvin — S'. 

%. Havl'" y y lr J 

Mr. M ’ 

Mr. T. J 

Mr. V.' i^'tK Y ' ' 
To!.-. !! •• Ml. ‘ • 

i Mr. ii r mi 
| Miss ti ri _:y. 
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l.,- W'W'fr 

UNSUB,, ART LINKLETTER, VICTIM VICTIM IS NATIONALLY KNOWN TV Ail D RADIO 
STAR. VICTIM RECEIVED TWO LETTERS POSTMARKED JAMICA, NEW YORK, FEB.’ 


ONE LAST AND FEB. TEN LAST. FIRST LETTER, COMPOSED OF NEWSPAPER 
CUTOUTS PASTED WITH SCOTCHTAPE TO BLACK PAPER, STATES QUOTE WE WANT 
YOU TO GET TOGETHER ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS. WE WILL LET YOU KNOW WHERE 
YOU HAVE TO SEND IT. DONT CALL THE POLICE OR YOUR QUOTE LITTLE GIRL 
UNQUOTE WILL NOT HAVE THEIR LAST TEN DAYS, YOU TRAMP UNQUOTE. SECOND 
LETTER, COMPOSED OF NEWSPAPER CUTOUTS PASTED WITH SCOTCHTAPE TO PLAIN 
WHITE PAPER, STATED QUOTE THIS ITS YOUR FINAL WARNING UNQUOTE. VICTIM 
IS FATHER OF THREE GIRLS AND TWO BOYS. VICTIM CAN FURNISH NO INFO 


CONCERNING IDENTITY OF SUBJ. VICTIM WAS EMCEE OF PILLSBURY BAKING 
CONTEST IN NYC DEC. FIFTEEN LAST AND HAS NOT BEEN IN NYC SINCE THEM. 
VICTIM WAS ALSO EMCEE AT PRESS PARTY FOR PRESIDENT EISENHOWER AT ...// 
WASHINGTON, D C, FEB. SIX LAST. LAPD ADVISED. FACTS PRESENTED USA, 




LA, WHO REQUESTED INVESTIGATION. EXTORTION LETTERS BEING FORWARDED 
BY AIR MAIL TODAY. Qh -IfiQQRl® »*4rs? ‘ 
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cian.ination requested by: LC S All GlCS 


^ NyJ ^ oov#r/ ^' r#c * or 

YOUR FILE NO. 9 -HGU 

FBI FILE NO. 9-20669 

LAB. NO. D- 10076 7. AX’ 


Reference; 


• nc,i Letter 2/20/04 

Elimination rtqu.it.d: DOCURient - PlngOrpr^lt ^ ' 


Sp.ctm.ni! 

Q1 Envelope bearing the hand printed address in pencil 
and red ink "% ANT LINKLETIER C-I5.S. TELEVISION HOLLY 

CA LIP . " p o ■: Lrx.rkod " JAMA IC >' , 1: . Y . 5 1904 • " 

0.2 Accompanying note made oX* letters and words cut from 


now spa oer beginning No want you.. 


mem;; on rover so 


-- 5V. . v 


r~ side "you Tramp." 

o 71 >• 03 Envelope bearing the hand printed address "# ART - 

§ | ' LliJKLLTTLFZ; C. B. S. TELEVISION. TIuLJ.Y WOOD CALIFORNIA" ‘ 

f fJ ' S postmarked "JAMAICA, H.Y. PkU 10 1904 6:30 PM," 

b S M Q4 Accompanying note made .of letters and w.ords cut from 

" '£ newspaper beginning ’Vtot . . . . " ending "WARNING." 

; “onu?.;.- 1 5| RDE0 I ' y 

a ** — Specimens Cl through Q4 wwi®- searched through the appropriate 

~ aections of the A«Mr/')oufe (LjdfcSe^i Pile without effecting an 
— identification. A* photographic" copy of these specimens will bo 
ZZ added to the file r^’jeronce . 

The physical chnracfter^.t^po' of soecineno Ql through C,:4 wore 
Motr bulzon and arc be irlr n &Vin ta ine <r'in the Laboratory for future 

Titrcri-(_ 

Hg&imaa — . ,4 jv ■ 

*™ Car y’m£> Specimens Q1 through Q4 will bo chemically treated for the 
<*« Kw+peveloprnent of latent fingerprints and you will receive a . separate . 
iynv report regarding the results of this examination.' The evidence will 
be 2 ’etiirne'd to youi'* office with copies .of that report, *n.v 
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WASHINGTON D. C. 
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SAC, Los Angeles 


n-^Ssrob; 9# 1954 
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AHMIHELETM - -VICTIM 
EXTORTION 






CuATT'initiofl r.Quetled V-r, 


Examination tequ.iUd: 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 
LAB. NO. 


Addresses 

Letter dated 2-26-54 
Document - Fingerprint 


John Edgar Hoovor, Director 

9-1618 
9-25669 
D-180956 AX 


Specimens: 


I 


ft? Envelope bearing band printed address B ART« LINKLE'J’TER C«B S 
T^TOI^ HOLLYWOOD CALIF," postmarked "JAMAICA, ff,Y. FEB 16* 

Q6 Accompanying note consisting of cut-outs from newspaper 

■ ?k’ P ?n^| 3 " THI£ IS IT Y0UR MST GMHCE CHILDREN 

Alii.' lia&T RAT. 

ALSO SUBMITTED: Photostats of q5 and Q6, 

Results of Examination : 

,J fc uos deluded that the hand printing appearing on the envelope. 
05, was prepared by tho individual who prepared tho hand printing 
j appearing on the envelopes, Q 1 and Q3, previously submitted with your 

lot u or of February 25, 1 954. 

iion ^.yv£.. * 

hoTT 111 !.^ Tha envelope and paper used for Q5 and Q6 is different from 7 

envelopes and papers used for Ql thnfcfiifch ,Qk. previous! v submitted 
|« L -with your letter of February 25f ^ ^ 

* — ... . ••.: * u<v^*>b Pm * & 

‘"_;a ^ ij a P 1 ^ 1 ? white envelope measuring approximately h by k 

i h f°* ** confcQ ins no watermark., {6 'is a..pprtion of a lined ledrrei* 
h.».d .Shoot whj.cn now measures Approximately 6 by 12 inches. It route i*y - 

"Riverside Bond Made in U.S.A." Paper bearing this uetor-^vv-k, 

Wm%- jprarr-i I h A :x:< 
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is manufactured by the Eivers2.de Paper Corporation > Appleton, 
slsconaln. The message appearing on Q& appears to have been 
prepared by cutting out portions of a newspaper and affixing 
them to the sheet of paper with a transparent cellophane tape 

Specimens Q$ and q 6 will be chemically treated for the 
development of latent fingerprints and a separate report will 
be submitted on this phase of the examination. 

Specimens and 0,6 will bo returned to your office with 
the latent fingerprint report. 
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Office Me J.., 

| TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

| feom fyl j SAC , LOS ANGELES ( 9-l6l8;)'X;F"i-|:’^ .71 7:1- ///' 1 

c< i J /C/ - -b r 1 ’ ••• ,, v * :”'V'r' 7$? ; 'm; •• 

S, sC£;ectV UNKNOWN SUBJECT; ■■ V^,:. % - > ; V “ ’ 


L, >"> Vi' 

-l*K 




ART^L INKLETTER , VICTIM; 

"EXTORTION ~ ^ \ 

Reraylet 2 / 25 / 54 -. 


,sw 

-7 ■ 


Contact has been maintained with the victim's secretary, 
She advised on 3 / 3 / 54 - that no additional 


threatening letters have been discovered in the victim's 



been unusually busy the past week and for this reason she 
has not arranged an appointment for Agents to personally 

oiscuss the matter with him. 


^ |was again advised that Agents of this office 

are available to interview Mr. LINKLETTER about the matter 
at his convenience. She stated that if Mr. LINKLETTER 
desired to arrange an Interview with Agents to discuss the 
matter she would co ntact this office and make arrangements 

for such interview. further stated that they are 

continuing to search LINKLETTER 's fan mail for any additional 
letters sent to him by the unknown subject. She will 
immediately notify this office if any additional letters 
are uncovered. 

In view of the close contact being maintained with 
ARP LINKLETTER 's secretary and her insistence that LINK- 
LETTER can furnish no information con cerning this matter, 
no further effort will be made to personally interview 
the victim unless additional developments warrant such 
action. 
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"This its your final wnin;;." ox 2 / 16 / 5)5 > s^^ea !It m£ is it. 

'/our last chance. Your chi : ".f'Qxx ar« neat, liat." Iibcr-av -y cor— 

cludos that handwriting on ••«.!. L 3 envelopes i <; \. ; 01 ,'/_ca._. re- 

ceives large volume of fan mail and can furnish ;u> m ormati : r. regarding 
identity of subject. Victim believed letters are rfunc of "rrs and 
expresses lack of concern fox' safety of himself and x airily, ^c-t Angeles 
Police Department notified. 

- P - 


DETAILS : 


AT LOS a N<. 5 ISLES, CALIFORNIA 


By letter dated February di, 195U> | secretary 

to ART LINKLETTER, a well-known radio and television i-orsonaiity, furnished 
the Los Angeles Office tv;o letters which, she abated, had been received in 
Mr. LIMKLGTTER's fan mail. 

One letter was postmarked February (date illegible), 19b) t) at 


tly drawn over pencil lettering. The letter contained in thin 

.stroyrd 


Sol JUI. 21 1965 , 


4w ? r T»<V/ED AND 
^VffWAROED: 



DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SI-ACES 


COPIES OP THIS REPORT 


L2 Bureau (9-23669) 

1 USA, Los Angeles 

2 New York 

2 Los Angeles (9-1618) 
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IA 9-1618 . .. 


envelope consisted of newspaper cut-outs pasted with scotch tape to a 
piece of black paper. The letter states as follows: 

"We v/ant you to get together $1,000. We will let you know 
.mere you have to send it. Don’t call the police or your ’little girl’ 
will not have that last 10 days. You Tramp." 

The other letter furnished by was contained in an 

envelope addressed in hand printing in pencil to "% ART LINKLETTERS, CBS 
Television, Hollywood, Calif.," and postmarked February 10, 6:30 p.m., 
Jamaica, New York. The contents of the envelope consisted of a piece of 
plain white paper on which there was attached, with scotch tape, newspaper 
cut-outs stating as follows: 


"Rat, this it’s your final warning. 1 


At the request of tne reporting Agent, had an em- 

ployee in Mr. LIMKLSTTER’s office make a search through the available fan 
mail that had not been opened, to determine if any additional let ters ha d 

been addressed to him which contained a threat. On March 1, 1 95k, 

I furnished an additional letter which had been located in the victim ’ s 
fan mail. She likewise furnished this letter and it is noted that the 
envelope is also hand printed in pencil and postmarked February 16, 19$h, 
at Jamaica, New York. The contents of this letter consisted of newspaper 
cut-outs pasted by scotch tape to a piece of plain white paper to read 
as follows: 


rat." 


"This is it. Your last chance. Your children are nest, 


On March 9, 19$h> the FBI Laboratory advised (Lab file D- 
180956AX) that it was concluded that the hand printing appearing on the 
envelope postmarked February 16, 19$ij, was prepared by the same individual 
who prepared the hand printing appearing on the envelopes of the other 
two letters received by victim. Tne laboratory further advised that the 
letters received by victim had been searched tlwough the anonymous Letter 
File without effecting an identification. 

On March 10, 19%h, the laboratory advised that four latent 
fingerprints of value were developed on the first two letters mentioned 
above as received by victim. On the same date the laboratory also ad- 
vised that no latent impressions of value were developed on the last 
letter received by victim .Rich was postmarked February 16, 195U* 

secretary to ART LINKLETTER, and who is employed 

by the John Guedels Agency, 8321 Beverlv Boulevar d. Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, telephonically advised Sa | ~ on February 2 5, I9$h } 

that the two letters which she had just sent to the Los Angeles Office 
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were apparently letters received as regular, fan mail by the CBS Studio. 

She stated that Mr. LINKLETTER receives a tremendous amount of fan mail 
and that the fan mail is sometimes not handled for three or four -weeks 
after receipt. She stated that upon discovery of the first two threaten- 
ing letters quoted above she showed them to Mr. LINKLETTER. She stated 
hr. LINKLETTER advised her he has no acquaintances in Jamaica, Long 
Island, New York, and he has no idea who the author of the letters could 
be. Sue stated that the only activity which Mr. LINKLETTER had had 
around New York was on December 15, 1 9>3, when he was Master of Ceremonies 
at the Pillsbury baking contest in New York City. She stated he had not 
been in New York since that date. She further stated that LTNKLETTER was 
Master of Ceremonies at a press party for President EISENHOWER on Febru- 
ary 6, 1 951, and this was his last occasion to be in the East. 


Contact was maintained with 


by both SA 


land the reporting Agent, and she advised on march 3, 1951, and 


March 11 and 16, 1951, that victim had received no additional threatening 
letters, and for this reason victim is not concerned about the matter and 
feels that the writer of the letters is apparently a "crank." 


The reporting Agent and SAl 


made several attempts to 
arr ange an app ointment to interview victim LINKLETTER about the matter, 
but advised he was extremely busy in that he followed a "tight" 

schedule due to his_jm±Lo_and television activities. Upon receiving no 

additional letters) | advised that Mr. LINKLETTER did not feel the 

matter should receive any additional attention at this time. 


It is noted that aRT LINKLETTER has a nationally televised 
show known as "Art Linkletter 1 s House Party, " which is televised over the 
Columbia Broadcasting System. 

On February 25, 1951, Mr. HOWARD R. HARRIS, Assistant United 
States Attorney, was advised of the threatening letters received by 
victim, whereupon he staled that there was no doubt the letters consti- 
tuted a violation of the Extortion Statute. 




On February 25 , 1951 , 
Division, Los Angelas Police Depur 


of the Homicide 
Telephonic ally advised of 
the receipt of the first two extortion letters by victim. He advised 
that no previous information concerning this matter had come to the 
Los Angeles Police Department's attention and advised the Los Angeles 
Office would be immediately contacted in the event any further informa- 
tion was received. 

The following description of victim was obtained by SA 
I from victim's secretary: 
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Name:. •!;' 

Ages V; 

Height: r‘ : -- 

Weight: 

Sex: 

Race: 

Nationality: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Occupation: 
Marital Status; 
Wife: 

Children: 


* ART LINKLETTER 

"4il II v •' 


"’6 , l" > 

190 lbs. 

Male 

White 

American 

Sandy • 

Blue 

Radio and television- 


, "4; ' ‘ •* %. A ^ 



Residence: 
Office Address: 


ROBERT. 9 years 


aSlout/^pleton Drive, Los Angeles 
8321 Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles, 
telephone York 6291 . . - r ■ !,- 
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Will conduct investigation through any logical ^oUrce^^.;:; 
available to determine the identity of the .subject.- ; 


LOS ANGELES 


At Los Angeles, California 
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follow and report results of any further inyesfiga)iion. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


J T0 : Director, FBI (9-25669) DATE: 3/30/54 

I'-mI&om • ATT: FBI Laboratory -3 rtlCll0 

‘ SAC, New York (9-1995) A'-A;'v 24543 


SUBJECT: 


UNSpBj 

ARTlSJHKLETJER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


r ■ ; V /.'• 




For the information of the Laboratory and Ithe Los 
Angeles Office, it has been ascertained that the threatening 
letters in this case were cleared through the main Jamaica 
Post Office, 88-40 164th Street, Jamaica, LI, NY. 


p y \ 

fed v 


!A 


This Post Office covers a densely populated area 
of approximately 12 square miles, and the Jamaica Post Office 
handles more than 1000 collection boxes with all mail funneled 
through the main Post Office. As a consequence, it is not 
possible to trace these letters to any particular locality 
or neighborhood by means of the postmark. 

It is believed, however, that the following clues f l fJ 
in these letters tend to show that the letters may have been 
prepared by high school or junior high school students: 

The letters were all postmarked after school hours; 
in two instances the stamps were placed in the wrong corner; 
in all three letters the writer used hand-printed Upper Case \ 
letters indicating the possibility that the writer had taken : 

or was taking a school course such a3 Art in which lettering « 

is used. 

In view of the above, arrangements were made 
through various principals and Art Course instructors in 
five secondary schools in the area covered by the Jamaica 
Post Office to obtain hand-printed specimens of the fTp 

students printing in Upper Case letters, NA 5 

A A 

Submitted herewith under separate cover are : J 

approximately 1000 specimen of hand-printing obtained from ( 

students attending the Thomas- A. Edison Vocational School 
for Boys, also known as PS $ 4.9 at 92-23 170th Street, | 

Jamaica, LI. 41 ( X f] Cj <• , Cl 


Encs, (1,I : $D) 

1 - Los^Angeles (9 t 1618), 
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Letter to Director " : V ; 7," V;.- : t;;- '; : 'V ' ■-•th'h: ■; : : . 

NY 9-1995 

Also enclosed are 30 specimen obtained from etunents 
tavinr the Commercial Art Course at the Woodrow Wilson 
Vocational High School, 156-10 Baisley Boulevard, Jamaica, 

LI, NY. 

The above specimen were obtained as a result of 
cooperation with local school authorities. 

The Laboratory is requested to compare the un- 
identified hand-printing on the envelopes in this ■" 

with the known specimens submitted in an attempt to effect 
an identification. 

The sample s submitted are not to be returned and 
may be destroyed after they have served their purpose. 
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Letter h/S/$h 


Sxmintiisn „qu..i.d: Document 


Specimen*: 


... ^ 4. , •A.vr : V: > >-•••=.- 

r .Tonal cA' Hi SchoSbl. t: •*' v' ; '■ 


K1031 - K2712 Handwriting from 1632 students of Jamaica; Hi$i School, ; • " , - 
I Lon;; Island, How York. ‘ ' •' 

Results of Examination: 

;; The questioned hand printing appearing on the envelopes Ql, 03 and 0$, 

t: previously submitted vdth Los Angeles letters of February 25, 19I>U, was ' • 

I' compared vdth the known hand printing specimens designated above as K1031 

| r through K2712 but nothing •->* particular interest or significance vas noted 

which suggests the desirability of obtaining an. additional known hand printing 
I soeci-ens from any of the individuals represented in the above known specimens 
f; *10.1 throu.-h K2712. 

|tou« — The submitted evidence vdll.be retained in the Laboratory for thirty days 

unless advised to the contrary by your office will be destroyed at that time 
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CARD FORM NO. C4 


Office Me 


united; stMes government 


to : Director, FBI / , DATE , : • b/5/5ffi. 

y ATT: FBT Laboratory ; ' 

flfeM'' : ..SAC, New York (9 -1995) • ' ; / /' ’* , |j||j| |pj [ 

SUBJECT: UNSUB; ART L INKLE TTER - ' VICTIM’ ,. r .' ' 

EXTORTION f"‘ r \ ** 

Re NY letter to Bureau, 3/30/54 • '■ 

Submitted herewith under separate cover are 1682 
specimens of hand-printing obtained from students of the 
Jamaica Long Island High School. 

For the. information of the Los Angeles Office, 
these specimens are limited to students talcing the Art 
and Mechanical Drawing courses. The Jamaica High Bhhool 
has a total enrollment of 5000 and is in approximately 
the same general area as the main Jamaica Post Office 
through which the threatening letters in this case were 
Tunneled. 

| 

The Laboratory is requested to compare the hand- 
V printing on the specimens submitted in an attempt to 

effect an identification with the unidentified lettering 
on the envelopes previously submitted on this case. 

The specimens are not to be returned and may be 
destroyed by tho Laboratory after they have served their 
ourpo3e. 
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*= UHSUB ; ART LIHKLEiTTER - Victim 
i^xtortion 1 


f’SfXtt&stti ?! V V *^°^ n Edgar Hoovtr, Director 


’’ •l iAbcNo; D -18294 2 AX 
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st4m\r\it'on requttfec/ by: ffQyj YOX*lC • 

5«f»r.nc ; Letter U/7/5H 

CMRiinttion r.qunited: LOCUItient j.'j 

Sptclmmr ’’ / - - 

X2713 - K3$l6 Known specimens obtained from 80ij stiu^ents of 
Shimer Junior High School. 

Results of examination: ■' 

Tlio ciuestionec hand printing appearing on the envolopea 
, 0 n “n previously submitted with Los Angeles letters 

of * February 25 / 19h'^ , was compared with the known hand printing 

sUImcna doSumated above as K2713 through K3SJf but nottiinc oi 

articular interest or si s nificance vir.s noted which would 
««— cat tho desircbi’ity or obtaining any additional Known 
tenf printin,; awetona from » of tho individuals representoo 
in the known specimens KH713 through K3^1°» 

E Tho submitted ovidonce will bo retained in the Laboratory 

■ for thirty days end unless adviacu te tno control j .» p 
• office will be destroyed at that time. ? 
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KM !/ 1 Director, FBI 
h/I/. ATT; FBI Laboratory 
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f/to SAC, New York (9-1995) 
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SUBJECT: UNSUBj ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


DATBi' ;ffV ' 

llft-llllfeM 


Re NY letter to Bureau, 3/30/£li. 


v . 1S2D4;3 


Submitted herewith under separate cover are 8 OJ 4 . specimens of hand- 
printing obtained from the Shimer Junior High School, lli2nd Street and 
Linden Boulevard, Queens, NY. These specimens were obtained through the 
cooperation of the Principal,, The Shimer Junior High School is in the same 
general area as the main Jamaica Post Office through which the threatening 
letters in this case were Tunneled# 

The Laboratory is requested to compare the handprinting on the 
specimens submitted in an attempt to effect an identification with the 
unidentified lettering on the envelopes previously submitted in this case* 

The specimens are not to be returned and may be destroyed by the 
Laboratory after they iiave served their purpose* 


Encs* 80U 


- Los Angeles (9-l6l8) 
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ice Memorandum • united states government 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (9-25669) 

(ATTi FBI Laboratory) ' • . . ' 

SAC, New York (9-1995) 

DNSUBj ARTLDIKLETTER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION * 




DATE: U/19/5U 


■ 1 



Re. NT letters to Bureau, 3/30/5U, h/5/5 i| and It/7/^U* 

Submitted herewith under separate cover are 1,263 specimens 
of handprinting obtained of students taking art courses I and II at the 
Andrew Jackson High School, 207-01 lloth Avenue, St. Albans, NT, which 
is covered by the main Jamaica Post Office. These specimens were obtained 
through the cooperation of the art instructor. 

The Laboratory is requested to compare the handprinting on 
the specimens submitted in an attempt to effect an identification with 
the unidentified lettering on the envelope previously submitted in this 
case. [ 

In the event no identification is effected the specimens may 
be destroyed by the Laboratory after they have served their purpose. 

Enel. 1,263 

1 - Los Angeles (9-1618) • . v 




scow® ‘ 




-2566$“ 1 


^ i ’ 
W*'- ki 


v ■ 


EES:KAK 


§/s/Stf 




•v-’ v;yr-' 






A 







REPORT 
of the 


LABORATORY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON p. C, 


New York 


. 40 tp btf ~J! 

UNSDB # ; ART LIHKLETTER - Victim 
Extortion 


John Edgar. Mobvtr, Director 


9-1995 ; 
9-25669 
D-183597 AX 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBl'FiLE-NO. 


Elimination requested by: 


New York 


c« 


Letter l>/2 9/54 
Document 


Semination requested; 


Specimens: 


£3517-1*779 Known writing taken from 1263 students of Andrew 
Jackson High School, /•-' •'/, -/J: 

Results of examination: 


The questioned hand printing appearing on the envelopes 
0.1 , Q3 and q 5 previously submitted with Los Angeles letters 
of February 25, 1954, was compared with the known hand printing 
specimens designated above as K3517 through K4779 but nothing of 
particular interest or significance was noted which would suggest 
the desirability of obtaining any additional known hand printing 
specimens from any of the individuals represented in K3517 through 
*<4779. 


The submitted evidence will be retained in the Laboratory 
for thirty days and unless advised to the contrary by your office 
will be destroyed at that time. 


2*6*9 


1 - Los Angeles (9-1618) 




COMM- FBI 






P. ' . 

%? 1 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


i Form Xo. 1 

I THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES 


*SPO?rr MADE AT 


NEUf TORK 


DATE WHEN L /£E FUgM’OR WHICH MADtL 

MADE i}/8»19,2& 11 / 2 , 
^251954 £, 7 , 19 / 51 * 


LJNKNG7TN SUBJECT^ ART LINKLETTER « VICTIM 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


:; A 


REPORT MADE BY 


EDMUND E. SENESAG 


CHARACTER OP CASE 


EXTORTION 



The 3 extortion letters in this case cleared through the main Jamaica, 

L.I« Post Office, 884*0 l6l*th St., Jamaica, L.I., N.Y., which covers 
densely populated area. Inasmuch as certain characteristics in threatening 
letters indicated they may have been prepared by a high school or .junior 
high school student, specimens of known handprinting of H,779 students in 
5 secondary schools covered by Jamaica post Office were obtained for com- 
parison, No id'- ;f ideation effected as result of this examination.* 

- RUC - 


DETAILS} 


At Jamaica, Long Island, New York 


M., of known reliability, who is in a position to identify 
mail which clears through the main Jamaica, Long Island Post Office at 
884*0 l6!*th Street, Jamaica, Long Island, Nevf York, advised that the post- 
marks on the three envelopes of the letters mailed to ART LINKLETTER show 
that they were processed through the Jamaica Post Office. T~1 stated, 
however, that their Jamaica Post Office covers an area of approximately 
twelve square miles. This area is densely populated and the Jamaica Post 
Office handles more than 1,000 collection boxes with all the mail funneled 


OOP! KS i'»i:.'TPvOYF.D 

301 JUL421 

APVi-.V/EO AND Y // ’ / Jr\ 

ED a M \ 


Special agent 
in Charge 


COp|/; OR THIS REPORT 

,% - Bureau (9-25669) 

3 - Los Angeles (9-l6l8) £ 

(1 - USA, Los Angei£h\>'' 

i r y 1 - Ncnr iork ' 0( g/ 


DO NOT WRrTE IN THESE SPACES 

v 4 / 4" j 4v I 


1 O 


DO NOT WRrTE IN THESE SPACES 


iff ''UfO 


EX-123 


| PROPERTY OF FBI-THlfC^ybtNTIAl REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE tOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
gKSCY TO WHICH LOAHEOM .‘. 'V , . 

Ef- U. S. COy^.MMENT PRINTING OFfICC 10-OIW55-5 ■ J.}.. ... 
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NT 9-1995 

through the main post office. As a consequence, it is not possible to 
trace these letters to any particular locality or neighborhood by means 
of the postmarks. 


Arrangements were made through 'Nl to have a post office 
notice issued to the twenty post office sub-stations which bring mail 
to the main post office to be alert for any communication goint to a 
television entertainer on CBS Television in Hollywood, California. 

The victim's name was not used. This resulted negatively. 

A close examination of the threatening letters in this case 
showed that they were postmarked after school hours; in two instances 
the stamps were placed in the wrong corner; on all three envelopes the 
writer used handprinted Upper Case letters, indicating the possibility 
that the writer had taken or was taking a school course such as art 
or mechanical drawing in which lettering is used; the language and 
spelling of the actual contents of the threatening letters indicated 
immaturity; it is noted that although ■&. sum of money was ctemaw ie.d, no 
•Actual place was ever indioateh as to where the money should be sent. 

As a result of the above noted characteristics in the 
threatening letters and the nature of the ART LINKLETTER program, it 
is believed that the possibility existed that the threatening le'iters 
may have been prepared by a high scfibojL cr a junior high school 
student in the Jamaica, Long Island area. 


In view of the above, arrangements were made through 
various principals and art instructors in five secondary schools in 
the area covered by the Jamaica, Long Island Post Office to obtain 
handprinted specimens of the students handprinting in Upper Case 
lettering. 

The breakdown of the specimens obtained of the students 
from the different schools is as follows: 

1, Through _J Art Department, Jamaica High 

School, 167-01 Gothic Drive, Jamaica, Long Island, New 
York, specimens from 1,682 students in art courses. 


2. Through \ 1 Thomas A. Edison 

Vocational School for Boys (Public School li9), 92-23 
170th Street, Jamaica, Long Island, New York, specimens 
from approximately 1,000 students, covering full enroll- 
ment. .0 •, ; 

«ru / k /\ — 

o ( ■ o V/ '■* | 2 
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NT 9-1995 


Through| Woodrow 

Wilson High School, 156-10 Baisley Boulevard, Jamaica, 
Long Island, New York, specimens from 30 students in 
art classes. 


; iw Through Shimer Junior 

v; ,-;r High School, (Public School 1^2) lh2nd Street and Linden 

v • Boulevard, Jamaica, Long Island, New York, specimens from 
80l| students covering full enrollment. 

t. ’ * ' ,,r ’ ‘ 

5. Through ~ [ Art Department, 

Andrew Jackson High School, 207-01 116th Avenue, St. 
Alhans, Long Island, New York, specimens from 1,263 
students enrolled in art courses I and II. 

The total amount of specimens obtained was k,179* 

All of the known specimens obtained from the 'll, 119 students 
of the five secondary schools listed above were forwarded to the Bureau 
Laboratory for comparison with the questioned handprinting on the 
envelopes in this case. 

As a result of this examination the Laboratory advised that 
the questioned handprinting on the envelopes previously submitted was 
compared with the known handprinting on the U, 779 specimens forwarded 
by the New York Office but nothing of particular interest or significance 
was noted which would suggest the desirability of obtaining any additional 
known handprinting specimens from any of the individuals represented in 
the specimens submitted by the New York Office. 

Inasmuch as the above investigation resulted negatively 
and there are no other known logical sources through which the identity 
of the subject might be determined, this case is being referred upon 
completion to the Office of Origin. 
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INFORMANTS 


ALMINI5TRATI7B PAGE 


identity is being kept confidential 
in view of the nature of his employ*- 
ment, 

REFHiENCEj Los Angeles letter to the. Bunnan-, 2/25/51* and 2/26/51*. 

Report of SA| f/U at Los Angeles, l*/2/5i*. 

New York letter to the Bureau 3/30/5!*, l*/5» 7,19/5!*. 

Bureau letters to New York l*/l5/5i* and l*/l6/5i* and $/b/$h* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU *OF f INVESTIGATION 


'■■:VY UNITED STATES DEPARTS 


^SwiENT OF JUSTICE 




AIRTEL ; %)£ 

Transmit the following $Xffi3#iS2C message to: YY- ~ '„v~'’ 

PHI, LOS ANGELES 6/4/5i| 


jM^Jolson 

Mr. Boardman — . 
Mr. Nichols— 

Mr. Belmont . 

Mr. Harbo — 

Mr. Mohr — i 

Mr. Parr.ona-Zl— 9 
Mr. Roscn_J-|^il 

Mr. Tamm — 

Mr. Siroo 

Mr. 'Win'-rrowd- 

Tele. Boom 

Mr. Holloman — 
Misa Gandy 


'DIRECTOR, FBI (9-25669) 

UNSUB; ART tlNKLETTER DASH VICTIM , EXTORTION. THIS MATTER 
IS PENDING AWAITING DEVELOPMENT OF OUTSTANDING LEADS AT NEW 
YORK CITY. NEW YORK DIVISION REQUESTED TO COMPLETE INVESTI- 


GATION AND SUREP IMMEDIATELY. 


MALONE 


GDH : ndr 
9-1618 

cc: NEW YORK CITY (9-1995) 
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Special wont in Charge 








1 ^8eniil__M ;/ ' Per_ 
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FEDERAL.; BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


. V S s' i UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

v:- 'l-Wkri-y' /' 

■ ■ ■■ ■ KJ0? K > NEW' YORK 

■ >f g ?|v •; v ■ . ' ~~~A ■ ■ % 

Transmit j|®|6fiowing Teletype message to: BUREAU 


UNSUBJ ART LINKLETTER-VITEX * . RE LOS ANGELES AIR TEL, 6/ 
NY RUC REPORT SUBMITTED THIS CASE ON. 5/26/54* ^ 


Mr. Rosen 


KELLY- 


av> 


pi •; < • 


3-BUREAU (9-25669) 
1-LOS ANGELES ( 9-1618 ) 

EES: PAP (#5) 


°%fo. 


/^J J J *•>»* J 

/ - j /. 4 / 

/ s»» '*ST t.i-. 


i • ' • ■ 

> i A II 1*1 


' 8 JUN 9 1954 


Approved 
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I FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Form Ko. X . 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES 


. 4 ).* , v k> 
"V. ' . ■ v 


REPORT MADE AT 


LOS ANGELES 


DATS WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MAOS.* REPORT MADE BY 

, 5/7/5ii ' .< / 


6/11/Slt ! 6/9/51, 


/para 


UNKNC/ftlJ SUBJECT; ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM 


CHARACTER OP CASE 


EXTORTION 


synopsis of facts: Victim has received no additional threatening communications. 

Logical investigation has failed to produce suspect. 


- C - 


DETAILS: 


At Los Angeles , Californi a: 


Secretary to Victim ART LINKLETTER, advised on 
June 9, 1954 , vnat victim nas received no additional threatening communica- 
tions of any kind. 

Inasmuch as logical investigation has failed to identify the 
unkrtwn subject and there are no leads outstanding, this matter is closed. 


- C - 
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COPIES DESTROYED 
301 JUL 21 1965 


m- 


1 f-f 

r 1 o H?i 


J ^PROVED AND 
POR-//ARDED: 


SPECIAL. AO ENT 

IN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OP THIS REPORT 


-J? .5^?- 


J6 JUN "!/5"1954 ]: j> 

— hi/} i 


{£/- Bureau (9-25669) 

TvJTiH 108 Angeles 

1 - Los Angeles ( 9 - 1618 ) 


PROPERTY OF FBI— THIS REPORT IS LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND NEITHER IT NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY 

• v U. ». CCVCRMMCNT.I'BINTINO OrrjC* 16 — 60255- 3 
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a . • : r ^. ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE : " 

Report oS Special i^ent EDUUND E. SENESAO disced May 26, 195)4 

at Now %>rk. — — 

Report: of 'Special Agent (A] dated April 2 
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Office Memorandum 

' b \?M 

T0 •• L. B. NICHOLS 1 i^JFf 

‘'-i 11 « ,// 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


OATE: 4.H.56 


D. J. PARSON 




SUBJECT: TTV5TJ3 

Art^Linkl c 

vikex jj 

9-2*669 MT 


Tolson 

Boardnun 

Nichols 

Bclmonl 

llarbo 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen I 

H> mm 

Sizoo 

Hiflterrowd _ 
l f 1 t Tele. Room . 

V Holloman 

Gandy 


7_Jil._-.Z- 

NOT RECORDED 
t A! 7 12 1953 


There isjrttached the file which has been maintained in .the,. 
Laboratory in conation with the above-captioned matter. It is desired 
that this file be ^maintained as an enclosure belrirnd the main file in the 
Records Section, a 

J fh - O V' r- n, - 


Attachment , 7 ■ 










k A FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Recorded 

3-4-24 

vws 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


LATENT 


LAB. PILE 


UNSUB 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


File # 9-25669 
Lab. # D -180956 AX 


Examination requested by: SAC, LA (9-l6l8) 
Date of reference communication: 2-26-54 


Date received: 3 - 3 _5^ 




Examination requested: 


Document - Fingerprint 


Result of Examination: 


Examination by: 




ftp $3 



Specimens submitted for examination 


Qfi Envelope be nring ho address "ART. LINKLETTER C.B.S. 
IE LEV ION LOLLY 1 .. 'GOD CALIF," postmarked "JAMAICA. N.Y 

FEB 1FT954 9-FK. " 


0,6 Accompanying note consisting of cut-outs from newspaper 
I 5 clippings reading "THIS IS IT YOUR LAST CHANCE YOUR 

,■</• v CHILDREN ARE NEST RAT." 

a ./) 

,J V°' / * 1 iiiL, . / 


H p n n U *- ' ' a '^y^ op 

i-ivK tf-niffs 7 


a ft ru Ph 11 tt xM/ / 
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© FEDERAL BUREAU OF IHVESTIGATI© 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 
Recorded 4/2/54 bdf ,> 


Re: UNSUB * 

ART LINKLETTER 
VIKEX 


Examination requested by: SAC, New York (9-1995) 
Date of reference communication: 3 / 30/54 1 

Examination requested: Document 


LAB FILE 


File # 9-25669 
Lab. # D-182582 AX 


Date received: 4/l/54 


Result of Examination: 


Examination by: 



)S t y — / // \ \ /y P / ' i 

4/ — /) fo'SO d / 

n 

jsMCs' /<• - • 

“7 T~U " ~ V 

K1 - K1030 1030 specimens taken from 1030 students attending 

Thomas A. Edison Vocational School and Woodrow 
Wilson Vocational High School. 

ART- ^ /*M A £ T ~TF tf 

!■ A ■ /l > ^ C 13. S. 7"/~ -L /r" /// <J / v/ 

I l~h 0 U JD 

£ A- X.fF&jJrt/Q 
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$ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG^fc'N 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


RECORDED k~7-$b 
ALC 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


Re: UNSUB. J 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


LAB FILE 

File # 9-2 $669 
Lab. # D-182792 AX 


Examination requested by: SAC, New York (9-1995) 
Date of reference communication: Let. b-5-5h 
Examination requested: Doc. 


Result of Examination: 


Date received: h-6-01; 


Examination b\ 






Specimens submitted for examination 


K1031 - K2712 Handwriting from 1682 students of Jamaica High School, 
Long Island, New York. ’ 


* 9 /, 3 , it JiU&+4. Ja.jiCjs'if 


cK ,.*(■ 
0 


(' \ o_,W- J" 
} h/6 ~S? 
C j c ! (FA L 


q-zc./v) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA1 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 

Recorded 'f ••• \ 

b-9-^h eaw 


UNSUB; ART LINKLETTER --VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Lab File 

File # 9-2^669 

Lab. § D-1829lj2 AX 


Examination requested by: SAC, New York 9-1995 
Date of reference communication: Let. i)-7-5ij 
Examination requested: Doc. 

Result of Examination: 


3 y~ ij-fl fyzffisLrz'isj ' 

3 ^> / (& 


Date received: Ij-0-51) 


Examination by: 



JW 

K 1.7/3 


Specimens submitted for examination 


K 2713 - K3516 Known specimens obtained from 80 L 1 students of Shimer 
Junior High School. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA™N 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


RECORDED 
U/ 22 M jar 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


• LAB FILE \ 


•Re : 


UNSUB. 5 ART UNKLETTER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


File # 9-25669 
Lab. # D-183597 AX 


Examination requested by; SAC, NY 9-1995 

Date of reference communication: let. U/l 9/5L 
Examination requested: Document 

Result of Examination: 


''-Date received: h/21/$h 


Examination by, 




Specimens submitted for examination 


K3517-L779 Known writing taken from 1263 students of MMENX2XEX30N 
Andrew Jackson High! School. 


06 


Recorded 3-2~Sk 
gcb 


federal bureau OF INVESTIGA5WN 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 


URSUDj 

Re; ART UHKLETTER -7ICTI;' 


Lab. File 


File 

Lab. # b-180737 AX 


Examination requested by: SAC, Los Angeles (9-Ifew) 


Date of reference communication: 


Let. 2-25-S'U 


Date received: -3 1 


Examination requested: 
Result of Examination: 

CM -><34 Ylo ii £ 


Document - Fingerprint 


’trX & * ^ 


Examination by: fc 


3ulV 


Specimens submitted for examination 


" !1 ^ nc ’ n '' nt -' printed address in pencil and red ink *Ai£T 
Lj-urJU-Jj Td.. C- , 0 . TRLFVRJ. Ci: ROLL.' CALIF." postmarked "JAMAICA. N.7. 

‘ 195i4. M 

^cco.iiijrnyMi,. note made of letters and vords cut from nevispaper beginnin 

'^nt you....." end. ng on reverse side "you Train'-'," 

", * 

-• -nveione r;e -r r l n • the hand printed address *AAT -LTYKISTTERS C. C.s. 

;-y ■ • AT.Y i. COD CALI "ARIA" . out narked "JAMAICA, R.Y. 10 

' 

Acco:u.anyo.ng note made or letters and vords cut from newspaper be °inaim' 
"-•ct Tills It's « ending «VAi IRIRO." * 0 

<Q ! ,Q 9 ^ (2UJL/ \ 
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: :ie following in 


F B I 


Date: 5/l6/ l jQ 

AIHTEL 

(Type, in plain lex/ or code) 

■ AIR MAIL 

(Priority or Method of Mailing ) 


PROM: 


: Jf J 

y <(. 


DIRECTOR, FBI / \ 

/ 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (9-£l42) 

BENNIE JAMES "RIGGINS; 
ARTmJNKLETTER - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Subject directed partially incoherent hand written 
air mail letter postmarked Molena, Georgia 5/12/58 to victim, 
CBS, Hollywood, California, which is as follows: 

"I am a gang leader and I have 15 boys in iny gang, 

6 are in California State. If you don't do what you are told 
you will wish you had. The police or FBI or any other law 
won't help. If you don't sent $700 this date I said your 
boy ROBERT or JACK will be murdered, as told send me money 
$700 this date 5/17 or 19 or 20 so if you want boys to live 
as well as yourself sen cash or check. No marked bills. It 
up to you. Send money or check to Mr. BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS, 
Molena, Georgia, Route Number 2." 

An unfired .22 calibre bullet was enclosed in the 
letter. In letter, subject refers to self as 18 year old boy. 
Letter handled by LINKLETTER employee who cpens fan mall. 
LINKLETTER aware of letter but not concerned regarding threats 
as believes author seems like mental case. 

Instant letter turn ed over to FBI, Los Angeles, 
3/16/58 by | to ART LINKLETTER. 

y ~ Bureau j, <"/ . /on / 

J - Atlanta ['■> f&w A l D&LlvePy) U £ .’-ilLli? 1 

I - Los Angeles ^ j- j 

“s L- 03d mct/4 * 19 ,958 


r / r ' / o n 
o '. j. m 


» MAY 19 1958 



MJt i 6 k&a'.'> j -3 Var •. i 

IfetM 


3l95^v^ 

Approved: If— U— 

||^|i^ff a^feSpecjta l.: Apef^ir^harge 
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IA 9-2142 



ROBERT LINKIETTER is described as 


Age 12 

Height 5 '10" 

Weight 140 

Hair Black 

Eye s Brown 

JACK LINKLETTER is described as 


Age 19 

Height 6 ' 

Weight 160 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Blue 

ART LINKLETTER is described as 


r„; 


" 1 ISfi 


Age 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 


5 * 10 " 

160 

Light Brown 

Blue 

Fair 



AUSA I ~1 Los Angeles, desires 

inquiry to establish age and mental capacity of subject 
before making prosecutive decision. 


Letter being forwarded to Bureau. 

Request Atlanta through inquiry at Molena, Georgia 
develop information concerning subject and advise. 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


FBI, Atlanta 


Date: 


BENNIE JAMBS RIGGINS; ' * 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; r\ 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON -V 
VICTIM; \, 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGB - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

Washington Field Office 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 


D-279898 DJ 


better 5/26/5S 


xaminaticn requested 


Document - Fingerprint 




He marks 


Enclosures (3) (3 Lab report) 

2 - Washington Field Office - Enclosures (2) (2 Lab report) 


/MAI Lb U |<j 


1 r -i Wtj 


C OMM 


1 

Clo/ton 

7*Je, Boom 
Holloman _ 


REPORT 
of the 


'aflPHHiraw 

'n ■ ■" ■" 


FBI | Atlanta 


u -=#®:#=^ 5 

.^aJL uioiatoit _Lx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


FBI File No. _ 

Rfl . BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; Lab No . D-279896 

AST LINXLETTER - VICTIM; 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON - 
VICTIM' 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

1 Specimens recMv- 1 from FBI, Washington Field Office, 5/26/5-? 

Q1 Envelop© bearing handwritten address "Senator Herman 
Tamadge State Captial Washington D C.," postmarked 
"MOLENA GA. MAY 9 1958 P.H." 

Q2 Envelope bearing handwritten address "Senator Herman 
Talmadge State Captial Washington D C.," postmarked 
"MOLENA GA. MAY 14 1958 P.M." 

Q3 One-page handwritten letter dated 4/5/58, beginning 
"Hello Senator Talmadage I m a white..." ending on 
reverse side "...do something very soon Address 
Bennie James Riggins Molena Ga.” 

Q4 One— page handwritten letter dated 5/10/58, beginning 
"Hello Senator Talmadge I am a young..." ending on 
reverse side "...out of danger." 

Q5 Piece of paper bearing handwritten JLotter dated 

5/10/58, beginning "Hello Senator Talmadge I am a 
young. . . '■ ending "... army marine crop . " 

Q6 One-pag© handwritten letter dated 5/15/58, beginning 
"Hello Senator Talmadge I wrote here a week...” 
ending on reverse side "...this address Bennie Janes 
Riggins Molena Ga R#2." 

ALSO SUBMITTED: Carbon copy of letter dated 5/13/58, to 

"Honorable J. Astor Biggins Sheriff of 
Pike County, Zebulon, Georgia.” 

Results of Examination: 

Q1 through Q6 were compared with the appropriate 

sections of the Anonymous Letter File without effecting an 

identification. 

ToUon Q1 through Q6 do not contain any watermarks or 

Boardman —other identifying characteristics which v/ould assist in 
wohT°^JZ~aetermining the sources of the envelopes and paper. 


May 29, 1958 
D-279896 DJ 
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.. You will be separately advised regarding the results 
of the latent fingerprint examination. You will be advised of 
the disposition of the evidence in the fingerprint report. 
Photographs are retained in the files of the Bureau. 




«y*Vv ;?*•>% > * \ : 


i"-x •* . -v 




Page 2 
D-279896 DJ 


LG# 15633 • 


Recorded 

5/28/58 

PCC 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Recorded 5-29-58 12:00 Nooi^9s^® 

Laboratory Work Sheet 


LATENT 


ART LINKLETTKR - VICTIM: 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON - VICTIM; 
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


File rtf 
Lab. rtf 


D-279896 DJ 


Examination requested by: FBI, Washington Field Office Letter 5/26/58 

Examination requested: Document — Fingerprint Date received: 5/26/58 

(Personally deliver ed ) 

Result of Examination: Examination by:(" l 
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Specimens submitted for examination 


Q1 Envelope bearing handwritten address "Senator Herman Tamadgc 
Maittlg B State Captial. Washington D C.," postmarked 
'BOLEN A GA. MY 9 1958 HKX P.M." 


Q2 Envelope bearing handwritten address "Senator Herman 
Talmadge State Captial Washington D C., 1 ’ postmarked 
MOLENA GA. MAY .14 1958 P.M." 

Q3 One-page handwritten letter dated 4/5/58, beginning 
"Hello Senator Taimadage I tun a white..." ending on 
reverse side ...do something very so on Address 
Bennie James Riggins Molena Ga.’’ 

Q4 One-page handwritten letter dated 5/3-0/58, beginning 

"Hello Senator Talmadge I am a young..." ending on , 

reverse side "...out oi’ danger." /' 

Q5 Piece of paper bearing handwritten letter dated 5/10/58, /v 
beginning "Hello Senator Talmadge I am a young..." ending \ r J 
"...army marine crop." i; \ . V 

1 T J 

Q6 One-page handwritten letter dated 5/15/58, beginning \v7 b 

"Hello Senator Talmadge I wrote here a week***" ending M 

w * on reverse side , this *d«f— — ““ 4 ,, 

' • v 
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Office Nlemmtndum • uni - 


FED STATES GOVERNMENT 


; DIRECTOR, FBI 


: SAC, WFO 


DATE: 5/26/58 
Att : FBI LABORATORY 


> v bject : BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 

ARTfltilNKLETTER - VICTIM; 

Vice President RICHARD N. 

NIXON - VICTIM 

V/' Senator HERMAN/ TALMADGE - VICTIM 
i EXTORTION 
V (00: AT) 


3? ~~i o V C 


• • • ' •> J 

11 


</ -- ; 

J- ' 

/f - > 


Re Bureau telephone call to WPO 5/26/58. 

Si ' 

SA DONALD E. WALTER contacted Senator HERMAN 
TALMADGE of Georgia on the morning of 5/26/58, and obtained 
0 from him letters dated 4/5/58, 5/10/58, and 5/15/58, addressed 
to Senator TALMADGE from BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS, whose address 
is shown as Molena, Georgia. 

Accompanying the three above letters from 
/ RIGGINS was a copy of a letter from Senator TALMADGE to 
the Sheriff of Pike County, Georgia, wherein the Senator 
? advised the sheriff of having received handwritten letter 
K r from the subject and drawing it to the sheriff's attention. 

at The Senator's letter was dated 5/13/58. 
ft 

t* advised that she and the 

** following persons had personally handled the letters from 
5£ RIGGINS to the Senator. 

I* | |and Senator HERMAN TALMADGE. 

.II of the above persons are attached to the office staff 
ajg of Senator TALMADGE. / 

\ The above documents were delivered to SA GEORGE 

DINGLE of the FBI Laboratory the morning of 5/26/58. The 
Laboratory is requested to submit original Laboratory report 
to Atlanta. • 
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Date: May 26, 1958 
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Date : 
To: 


From : 


Mr. U. S. Baughman 

Chief, United States Secret Service 

Treasury Department 

Washington 25, D. C. 

John Edgar Hoover - Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM ; 
VICE-PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON - VICTIM; 
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM; 

■/: EXTORTION 


. Thi s Is to confirm inf ormation furnished 

Special Agent | | of your office 

on 'May 24, 1958, by Mr. 0. H. Bartlett of thin 
Bureau regarding Bennie Janes Riggins having 
admitted writing a threatening letter to 
Vice-President Richard Nixon within the past 
two weeks . 

Bennie Janies Riggins, age 18, of Molena, 
Georgia, was interviewed by Special Agents of this 
Bureau's Atlanta Office on May 22, 1958. At this 
time he admitted having written letters within the 
B* oxiiliR’sva — P& s t two weeks to Vice-President Nixon, Senator 
Herman Talmadge, and Art Linkletter, television 
£ ' £1^2 7 personality, in which he demanded $200 each from 

Vice-President Nixon and Senator Talmadge and $700 
C0M.M. Fm from Linkletter on threat of death if they failed 
— J to pay . , 

; , ' V ' ’ ■ > j ; I ' It - - *| 

A doctor who has treated Riggins in the 
past has advised that he is not mentally sound jtnd 
ZZZnSr 11218 diabetes irieipidus. j 
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Mr. U. E. Baughman 

Riggins was arrested by the Sheriff’s Office, 
Pike County, Georgia, for having written the threatening 
letter to Senator Talmadge, and he was released from 
the Pike County Jail, Hay 21, 1958, on $500 bond.. 

The matter of Riggins having written threatening 
letters to Vice-President Nixon, Senator Talmadge, and 
Art Linkletter will be discussed with an appropriate 
United States Attorney for his opinion us to desired 
prosecutive action. You will be furnished copies of 
this Bureau’s investigative reports in this matter. 


NOTE: On 5/26/58, Mr. DeLoach in Mr. Nease 's Office, contacted 

Mr. Kenneth Turner, Administrative Assistant to Senator Talmadge, 

regarding the above matter. Mr. Turner advised that he v/ould 

make the letter sent to Senator T almadge available to b7c 

Mr. DeLoach. Supervisor! | WFO, was advised to have an 

SA immediately proceed to senator Talmadge 's Office and obtain 

the letter written by subject from Mr. Turner. 

0. II. Bartlett, Liaison Section, on 5/26/58, contacted 
the Protective Research Unit, U. S. Secret Service, in an attempt 
to obtain the letter sent to Vice-President Nixon by the subject. 
Secret Service advised that they did not have this letter 
immediately available; however, they would contact the Vice - i'res ideit 
Office and endeavor to locate instant letter. 
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Tr~r.s-it the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 5/22/58 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


5 ” 


I 1$ 

■ J Wv. 



5% 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 1 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (9-1299) 1 > 

0 

SUBJECT: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; /] 
AR'^tlNKLETTER-VICTIMr ! 

VICE - PRES IDENT, R IC HARD" N IXON -VICTIM ; 
Senator HERMAN-/TALMADGE -VICTIM 
EXTORTION / 

00 : ATLANTA / \ 


I Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 5/16/5 c 

Title changed to add names of victims. Vice 
President RICHARD NIXON and Senator HERMAN TALMA DGE . 

Subject located and interviewed this date Molena, Ga . 
Subject in signed statements admitted sending letters 
within the past 2 weeks to victims demanding $700 from 

LINKLETTER, $200 from NIXON and $200 from TALMADGE and 

threatened to have them killed for their failure to pay. c 
Subject, 18 years of age, advised that he completed 7tlji\ 
grade and that about 5 years ago he was committed toCuj 
State Hospital, Milledgeville, Ga. for "High Temper " yj U 
M.D. who treated subject in the past advised subject not y 
mentally sound and has diabetes incipidus. Subject was "j 
arrested by Sheriff’s Office, Pike County, Ga . and released 
from Pike County Jail, 5/21/58 on $500 bond for writing 7^ 
letter to TALMADGE. Ur>i dk ■ . 
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’KttfiRED 


Bureau notify Secret Service' as"’to""S a EgtieT3 ,, ~'”' 
statement of subject concerning his ma ijLlpg extortion \ 
let ter containing threat to Vice-Presiddro S J 

Washington Field Office will o btTffi n '■ ex ttTPThffe n ' 

—Letters from Vice-President NIXON and SENATOR TALMADGE 
and will forward them to Laboratory for comparison purpose;: 
with handwriting of subject obtained by this office. 

— ^r-Bureau 2- Los Angeles 2- Washington FieSip^S'- Atlanta 
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Special fogent in Charge. 


fts&atistoti&Misik. 


i 344 m feMu a 


li .. ov 

try 


'•t.fS’S 1 Oj- ' vz i .vii 'i: v - £ rSitfi '.i t: ri> TT B r 





FD-:-£ (Rev. 12-13-56) 
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; Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


AT 9-1299 


LOS ANGELES: 

Will discuss facts concerning subject's writing 
letter to LINKLETTER with AUSA . 

Atlanta is considering itself Office of Origin 
since subject resides in Atlanta territory and extortion 
letters mailed from that Division. 


ATLANTA: 


AT MILLEDGEVILLE, GEORGIA 


Will review records State Hospital for information 
as to diagnosis of subject's mental condition. 


ATLANTA : 


AT ATLANTA, GEORG IA 


Will notify Secret Service as to extortion letter 
to NIXON. Will discuss facts with USA as to threats directed 
to Vice-President NIXON and Senator Talmadge. 
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laboratory 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


FBI, Los Angeles (9 *2142) 


Data: June 12, 1958 


BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; r 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON - ' 
VICTIM; 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


:A 


f | Johr 


in Edgar Hoover, Director 


“ rumination requested by: 


Examination requested: 


remarks : 


Los Angeles 
Letter 5/27/58 
Document 


FBI File No. 
Lab. No. 

KEG* £2 


9-34483 - 7 
D-280279 DJ 


Q1 through Q6 were submitted by the Washington 
Field Office under date of May 26, 1958. 

No record was found in tho Laboratory of known 
handwriting specimens of the subject; submitted by the 
Atlanta Office. 


Enclosures (5) (Q7, Q8, 3 Lab report) 

1 - Atlanta - Enclosure (Lab report) 

1 - Washington Field Office - Enclosure (Lab report) 
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REPORT 
of the 


LABORATORY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


June 12, 1958 
9-34483 
D-280279 DJ 


FBI, Los Angeles 


Date 


BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON - 
VICTIM* 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

5/29/56 


ectmcns received 


Q7 Envelope bearing handwritten address "Art Linkletter 
CBS Hollywood, California," postmarked "MOLENA GA. 

MAY 12 1958 PM,” bearing writing in the upper left-hand 
corner. 

Q8 Accompanying one-page handwritten letter beginning 
"Monday May 12, 1958 this is...," ending on reverse 
sicfe "...don’t fool around." 


Results of Examination 


It was concluded that the handwriting on Q7 and Q8 
was prepared by the writer of specimens Q1 through Q6, 
previously submitted in connection with this case. 

Q7 and Q8 are returned herewith. Photographs are 

retained. 




MAIL ROOM El' 





4.SO>wp TOHM NO. G4 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOV Ell N ME 


DATE 


ATTENTION: FBI LABOR AT OR' 


,03 ANGELES 


FROM 


BENNIE J AMES “RIGGINS j 
ARTCCiNKLETTER -VICTIM ^ , 

Vice President RICHARD ohlXON - V. 
Senator HERI'iAlTJTkLMA.DGE - VICTIM 
00 : ATLANTA 

EXTORTION 


SUBJECT 




Remyairtel 5/16/58. j 

Enclosed herewith is the original and a photostat* 
of the letter received by victim., ART LINKLETTER, fro> 
ct. The .22 caliber bullet which was included in the 
r is being retained in this office. 

It is requested that the handwriting in the enclos 
:r be compared with handwriting specimens of the subject 
1 were submitted by the Atlanta Office, 
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nsmit the following in 


airtel 


5/27/56 


(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


• J *_ 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (9-2142) 

RE: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINSj 

ART/' LINKLETTER - VICTIM; 
VICE-PRESIDENT RICHARD 
/VJNIXOiT - VICTIM; SENATOR HE RMAN 

^PALMADGE - VICTIM 

' EXTORTION 


I £.*{■■■ 


•/ / 


00: Atlanta 

Re Atlanta airtel to the Director 5/22/58. 

Information concerning subject developed 
by Atlanta Office discussed with AUSA ROBERT D. 
HORNBAKER, Los Angeles 5/26/58. 

AUSA HORNBAKER declined prosecution in 
favor of prosecutive decision of USA, Atlanta, Georgia 
inasmuch as all letters originated within Georgia 
judicial district. 
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S3 - Bureau 

M[ - Atl?nt 


x - Atlanta (9-1299) 
1 - Washington Field 
1 - Los Angeles 

JMC/lah 
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o MAY 29 1958 
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SAC, Atlanta (9-1299) 

Director, FBI 

BENNIE JAMES fclGGINS; 

ART 'LINKLETTER - VICTIM: 

VICE-PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON - VICTIM; 
SENATOR HERMAN ’TALMADGE - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION 


Reurairtel 5/22/5 8. 


5/28/58 


' ■ I 


Mr, Robert J. Bouck, Special Agent in Charge, 
Protective Research Section, United States Secret Service* 
White House, Washington, D. C., on 5/26/58 advised Bureau’s 


liaison representative that they were in possession of the 
letter written by subject to Vice President Nixon. 

Mr* Bouck stated Secret Service desired to retain this 
latter in view of the threat to Vice President Nixon. 

Mr# Bouck advised that this letter would be made available 
to the Bureau if such was needed in any pending prosecution 
against the subject. 


NOTE: 


Above per 0, H,' Bartlett, Liaison Section. 
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BSNNIE JAMBS RIGGINS; 1 ‘ 

AST nLlNttltSTTBR - VICTIM y 
VICE PRESIDENT jaCHSS&lf. NIXON - VICTIM 
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGB - VICTIM " 

EXTORTION . ~ ~ 


references Letter TCFQ dated 5/28/58 

EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: WFG t 

specimens: Two Qttv ©lopes find accompanying letters, Ql through Qd v 

Carbon copy of letter dated 5/13/58 to "Honorable 
J. Astor Riggins, Sheriff of Pike County, 2©bulon r 
Georgia” 

Ho latent impressions developed on specimens deaigh&tod 

Ql through QB C 

Ql through Q5 and the carbon copy of letter dated 5/13/58 
are being forwarded with copies of this report to ?7FO. 


Laboratory report separate. & V 
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BENNIE JAMBS RIGGINS: 

ART LINKLETTER-VICTIM 
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD M. 
HIXON-VICTXM 

SENATOR HFRMAN TA LKADGE-V ICTIM 
EXTORTION 



John Edgar Hoover, Director 


pb,t„.». 9-34483 - '<■ 

Lab. No. D-200909 DJ 


iiqnlr.utlon requested 4y: FBI, Atlanta 


Letter 6/5/50 


tisir.lnatton requested: Document 


'•ninrkst 


Ql through Q6 were submitted by Washington Field 
Office under doto of Hay 26, 19.58. Q7 and Q0 were submitted by 
the Los Angeles Office under date of May 27, 1958. 
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Enclosures (4) (Kl, 3 Lab report) 


1 - Washington Field Enclosure (Lab report) 
1 - Los Angeles Enclosure (Lob report) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Da!t 


FBI, Atlanta 


BF!T:;rE JAMES RIOGItlB: 

ART LIKKLETTER-VICT 1 M 
VICE P HE-, I DEBT ’''I CHARD H 
NIXON -VIC TIM 

SENATOR HERMAN fALHADQE- 
EXTORTION 


Specimens received 


led |*a per ©««: 


K1 Four 5 

BRHNIF 


RIOOU 


Results of Examination 


It was concluded that v.l through <$8 war# ,'»■? epix&tis 
by BENNIE JAMES BIGGIN 3 f whose known handwriting s-jpite Iciest 
are designated above as Kl. 

K1 is returned herewith. Photographs a**^ t*2s*fc 
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DATE: o/O/pk 

AT TENT ION : FB 1 LABORATORY 


r , .'H 4 " A Wa • . * ^ ‘ ~ ' 

FSOM-.. f \i>AC, ATLANTA (9-1299) 

'/ ) n 280989 

subject: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; , , . ‘ 

ART BINKLETTER - VICTIM ; a 'v*N \ 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD H NIXON- - VICTIM •: V ' 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM N • ... . " ;,v 

EXTORTION ■ ;; ; •'ON'-N . : •> 

Re Atlanta air tel to the Bureau dated 5/22/5.8. 

Enclosed herewith are four pages of handv/.r it ing 
specimens of subject BENNIE JAMn.S RIGGINS. 

The Laboratory is requested to compare enclosed * 
handwriting specimens v/ith handwriting found on extortion ' 

1 c 1 1 e is. 

Following completion of the examination, the 
’ - boratory is requested to forward results of the comparison 
Tr the Atlanta and Los Angeles Offices. The Laboratory may 
re to retain the handwriting specimens enclosed. ; 
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corded 6/10/58 bp 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


LAB FI L v OPENED 


BENNIE S AJf-B EX CGI MS J 

ART LINKLET1ER-VICVIM 

VICE PR? BIDENT RICHARD NIXON-VICTIM 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGF-VI CTIM 

extortion 


xamination requested by 


A Clarita ( 9*1299 5 -Letter 6/5/58 

Date received 


xamination requested 


Document 


Examination by 


Result of Examination 


SPECIMEN CHECK # AMOUNT DATE PAYABLE TO SIGNED BY 


BANK 


Kl Four sheets of ruled ptp or bearing known handwriting of 

BENNIE JAMES HI GUI US 






Closure 







$ o-Tr(x" ewd ■ $■ kosr'-*-- 

l'~' lc ' ’i - . (j e<r ■' 4 "i. 

<rU#X.> ■• <//- atcn-XyZ $£<> iO~™~ ^aj^oJ^T 


--v -'^i:h„ 


") , ^ 
iV 



C 10 '^U 


a~ r ' J ~ £o-' s' '-y+~'- 1 , k^e 

'fei, j- '- -' 1 < :J aJ-^ ^ h ( 

. :.xt : u'3^- j& cw.-u— ^ kjJ^o if , 

g£o-y^- ^ '&£— . 7 o ~ c 

/ //. . t 
■■(../> ‘'- A - ' <- 

<ZLS~1- i/JTlij '><UL 

\sVlA'C 7 'szy( >s _ — ,£q~K,_ : /y 

.■^^ L I'Uu-rs-^X- 9 A ,s<L ^dusC oC>X^.... 

i ~? &-~" 1 / ^ c% 9 "\- ~l o '**~*r"~ ; - 

Ur-o^^ J%Z„ 

(X.* 

OOL**J&^ 0*?\ 

k^o~> jly (XJ l... cJt?xj—c SL. 

H Up - ,. K7C • &s?-o w "7-f f~? p 




■r? >-. 


^ CO}> U- <' 

,) 1 ^-vX pj .. ^ ^ 5 ^. 

/; />,; CtAd-v*- jAa/t :,p c^y, 

%^ yS ^ '^i/v'to-P ■--'j/c^-i k -- (_■* { -J-. ,{.C Lr ,y 

,.:/ . ! ‘ ^ L L ? < % '~ Jp / a^v»£ 

f"; ■■•'-' ^ <%*»&#?'- <MAi, dodi^ y -t^ZvC tyo-> L 

fa^t&U (y'C &L/~ bcf^L \ lsV~Xj?ji, 


'> ! -'-y XjuO*s&L * ‘ " <-' 


.:■« • „ , 6 ? ('/•>> 


"V^V-^Oi 




.-*•*' w* W’' 


h'^'vUyy- $7 0 0, oc J-o-U ,.,' . J&cvS t^OL.'C^ 
is // ‘ ' / ,' '< 2 - 0 - ^/- 9 -^c. OCT*-*!/ 


,. p^y 1 - y £& Jho-* "■ _ Iaj~Z~^j{_ & 

t “ *~ Cv 0$~- o c. 

/y w ; . ;t _ u,;. ./', c 


^^ 1 ?" 


r , k ... ; v ' ^ -W/~ ' X_ 

),- / / . , /7 v / ; 

^ ""'■' l • V ' - {i </' ’ V st&~ lily L. * 

1 " ' - - • ••■ ,A'". r ' ' "l Irus-Z-" . o- 


^ '■ ! -•' -j ! ' - ; '-'i. l^Us-^f.-'’ -. ... 


S' V. 

l’:^S 


Ml 

Kv* • •i-kvrJ^rt 


Ifr* . ‘lf-“ ■ 

'lllll 


^ /C«* w 


v /'y‘ -0> ^ frJ-'iX ^ J 

c1 -'{/! [ /-*'&-' '- J-tf. - -v s2/h/( j,, Ff"~ ,S?C o-t \.T sC ^9— 

L ^oi-o ' ''' r< - t ''— ^okU^. ^o^i— 

QAj~i( (- ‘pz^-o W-a^C /£&_/* ^ 

F 7i> I (J^-- CC-, \S-p, ■ OL-tCus' J2&US-- (ArO->-^.~X- Fi <Cs£?~ 
</F < ~y°*'r F •,£»£- vc^C. ''■t/.-lj-i-i .. i-£^FF 

J&-CF. cuetC FFFusi ~?Fo, {jL & ^ a -^Ls%xF*qs£- < — 

7ao-^-- 7^4£? ( / <z^£olA r , \aji_Fa 7^_ 

/ / ..^v ^ JL~ / /' * 

ry bi/\2 ^-^(L/- -■' t ~-- (J^L' ,A--0 '"' ,y^j A ... 'F'yiFL „ 

7 y- 'U^JL.,.- I U u> .sjsyl^; y^FAx^ 

cFUlJkj- ■ FZ i y &/ i / y a " 

1.4^-v-y 7 . .. <$a.: yttji z Co^_ 

U_rUL?- Ct-X, c '/k^<~F~.. L,. 'Z^i^rC- . 


yPu 


?- C ■')/<><■''{ 


7° 


^ — - rFVo~y^£_s-^ C* 







. J ... ^U^jUx^ J&x- 

v 7?U^ “2 ~z-j 1 7$ :■ 

Jl ?i<Lo oo-iAX-- ^ <x ^ > i 

^C<l>~J - J'^; ^v/l-ci-; (>•< k* - 2 v2/' r A^vyiC-y Ct^L- 1*^ 

U> [rol U^v (LqJ V+Jj^ 

H\J- y^JUl \ '7q}w < ■'.’ / ... ^L-\ L p^yyCC tSUs-Cf-x^. 




.. 

.v— ... ~z.-2. j / 9^*^ 

^ l£lJLsyvy%*L&zr JfiGsyyyU ~L- ? 4 ,• 

^ jL y vC^. Q- i>*C^ 

• C^>^f 


0-1 

1&-22-M) 


9 4 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


33' 


7 - / -i"- -i'TT 


(Bufile and serial ( — 3 77 33/^ 


7 i to (Your file! ^ 7 / / DATE; / - / j _ 

^ 'If „ . , 

from : Director, FBI (Bufile and serial ( y — 3 77 33/ 

Cj, Cr ^ > ; 

^ or origin: 

1. ( ) ^ffe^ deadline ^n-^hi^ < ba'S'?7^i'?^passed and the Bureau has not 

received a report. You are instructed to submit a report jj 
immediately. In the event a report has been submittjj^i, ypjbr 
should make a notation of the date on which it was stnQMled 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau, Room No 



Report submitted •- 


Report will be submitted 


Reason for delay 


9 f To 

' U. lT< 


y...c.c~- a. 



. ( Advise Bureau re status of this case. 


T. ( ) Advise Bureau when report may be expected. 

4. ( ) Surep immediately. 

(Place your reply on this form and return to the Bureau. Note on the 
top serial in the case file the receipt and acknowledgment of this com- 
munication. ) U S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1V56— 0-377800 
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Brunet 


,’uct in signed statements admitted sending letters to Victims 
'LETTER, NIXON, and TALMADGE demanding $760 from LINKLETTER, 
'.10 from NIXON, and $200 from TALMADGE, and threatened so have 
.:m killed in their failure to pay. Subject, 18 years of age, 
f-isod that he completed 7th Grade, and that about five years 
he was committed to State Hospital at Miiiedgeville, Georgia. 
, f joe t was arrested by Sheriff’s Office, Pike County, Georgia, 
released from Pike County Jail May 21, 1953, on iy-jOQ bond on 
. . rge of writing threatening letter. Subject was committed to 
..ate Hospital, Mil ledge ville, Georgia, August 7> 1953, where 
condition v;as diagnosed as "mental deficiency with psychotic 
re action" ♦ AUSA, Atlanta, declines prosecution. 

... I > 

- C - 


70 a tfo. 
Ihl Jj»j . 


T.r.vestigation in this matter is predicated upon receipt of copy 
of communication from Los Angeles to the Director dated May lb, 
v.trlch communication reflected that BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS 
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directed partially incoherent "handwritten air' mail letter 
postmarked Molena, Georgia, May 12, 1953, to victim, C£E, 
Molly viood, California, which is ‘"as follows: 


m "v. . gang, 
ou are told 
ithor law 
id your 
■ate money 
s to live 
bills'. •'■It 
S HIGGINS, 


" I am a gang leader and I have 15 boy 
6 are in California State. If you don't do what 
you will wish you had. The police or FBI or any 
won 1 1 Help. If you don't sent $700 this date 1 
boy ROBERT or JACK will bo murdered, as told sen. 
$700 this date ;•■/.! 7 19 or CO so if you want b 

as welT as yourr.e ; ‘ sen. on or. or cheek. Ko 
ud to you. Send n'uu.e;. or chock to ky. BEbMvi.ui * 
Molena, Georv.L > ik'ni-o rhumbor -,'d 


An wnfired. .22 _ calAhvo hul lot vav 
In letter, subject .refers to sol 
Letter handled by • LXMKLKTTEU emplo, 
IJKi'.LETTER aware of letter but; not 
■oat;! as. believes author seems like 


erne d 


to rffh loo •fav.vsi 
a ‘A-KSJ iXWhTCSil, 


sc vised .is: 


ROBERT LII 


10 

5' lo" 
140 lb 
Black- 
Brown 


Age:. . • . 

Height: . 

Weight::.;.. 

Hair: . 

jEyes: 

ft ' v : •' 

JrACK LIHKLETTER i 

. . 

A fT° * 

Height 
Weight 
Hair: 

Eyes : 

ART LIHKLETTER i 


•166 

Brown 

Blue 


described as 


44 

5' io’ 
].6o 

Ligh 

Blue' 

Fair 


A ern • 

Height: 
Weight: 
Hair: .• 
Eyes: 

■■Complexion 






.. ; v Assistant 0 . S . Attorney ROBERT D. HORNBAKERy Lo's 
Angela s' , . . desire d inquiry to establish age ’ aha mental capacl 
of subject before making prosecutive decision. . 

The Los Angeles Office reported that the letter 
addressed to LIMKLETTER vias being forwarded to the, - Bureau. '■ 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


to ; SAC, ATLANTA (9-1299) 


THOM 


SUBJECT: 


DATE: 7/18/58 

Dictated: 7/15/58 


BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON - VICTIM; 
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


On May 22, 1958, BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS was located In 
Molena, Georgia, and executed the following signed 
statement, the original of which is maintained in the 
files of the Atlanta Office: 

"Molena, Ga. 

May 22, 1958 

"I, BENNIE JAMES HIGGINS give the following voluntary 

statement to| who has told me he is 

a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

I know I do not have to make this statement and that it 
can be used against me in a court of law. No threats or 
promises have been made or given to me to make this 
statement. I have been told I can have a lawyer. 

"I am 18 years old and can read and write. 

"I had been looking for work around Molena, Ga. and 
work was hard to find, I felt th£b if I had $200.00 
or $300.00 I could go to Florida and get a job there. 

I felt I could get the money from some rich persons 
and I sat down and wrote a letter to ART LINKLETTER. 

I wrote that I wanted $700.00, and that if he didn't 
send me the money, I would murder his sons. I also 
sent along a ,22 caliber bullet in the letter. I 
placed the letter in the mall box outside my home, and 
the letter was picked up by the rural carrier about a 
week or two weeks ago. 

"I am not a gang leader, and I don't belong to any 
gang. I had no intentions of harming or killing 
ART LINKLETTER or any member of his family. I have 


JPGtrjb 
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AT 9-1299 



read above statement and I__ has Been Read to me and every 
word of it is true. 


"/s/ BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS 

’'Witness: 


Special Agent, F.B.I., Atlanta, Ga*" 


The following i3 a copy of the second signed 
statement executed by RIGGINS with respect to Vice 
President NIXON, the original of which statement is 
incorporated as an exhibit in the files of this office; 

"Molena, Ga. 

May 23, 1958 

"I, BENNIE JA MES RIGGINS, give t he following 
voluntary statement to | who has told 

me he is a Special Agent or the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation. I know I do not have to make this statement 
and that it can be used against me in a court of law. No 
threats or promises have been made or given to me to make 
this statement. I have been told I can have a lawyer. 

"1 am 18 years old and can read and write. 

"About a week ago I wrote a letter to Vice President 
NIXON. In the letter, I wrote that if he didn't send me $200.00 
by a certain date, which I don't remember, that I would send 
some of my gang to kill him. I signed my name to the letter 
and also put my address on che letter. 

"After finishing the letter, sealing it and placing 
a stamp on the envelop , I placed the letter in the mail box 
outside my home, and tKe letter was picked up by the rural 
carrier. 

"I had not nor have any intentions of killing or 
harming Vice President NIXON or any member of his family, 

I do not have any gang nor am I a member of any gang. I 



AT 9-1299 








have Read the above Statement and I_ has Been Read to me and 
every” word of it is ^rue_ 


"Witness: 



"/s/ BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS 


Special Agent, P.B.I., Atlanta, Ga, 


RIGGINS executed a signed statement with respect 
to a letter sent to Senator TALMADGE, and the following is 
a copy of that statement, original of which is maintained in 
the files of the Atlanta Office: 

"Molena, Ga. 

May 22, 1958 

"I, BENNIE J AMES RIGGINS, give t he following 
voluntary statement to | | who has told 

me he is a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation. I know I do not have this 

statement, and that it can be used against meTTn a court 
of law. No threats or promises have been made or given 
to me to make this statement, I have been told I can 
have a lawyer. 

"I am 18 years old and can read and write. 

"About a week ago, I wrote a letter to Senator 
TALMADGE of Ga. In the letter, I wrote that I wanted 
$200.00 and that if he didn't send it to me by the 17 th 
or 18th of May, that I would send some of my gang up to 
Washington to kill him. 

"I repeated that statement several times in the 
letter. I placed a stamp on the envelope enclosing the 
letter; phced the envelope and letter in the mall box 
outside my home and the letter was picked up by the rural 
carrier. I had nor have no intentions of killing or 
harming Senator TALMADGE in any way. I am not a member 
of any gang nor do I have any gang. 
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AT 9-1299 


"I have Read the above statement and it as Been 
Read to me and every word of it is true_ 


"Witness: 


n /s/ BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS 
Special Agents F.B.I., Atlanta, Ga.* 


Additionally RIGGINS furnished four pages of hand- 
writing specimens. 

The following is a description of the subject as 
obtained by observation and interview: 


Name: 

Address : 

Race: 

Sex; 

Age: 

Eorn: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Marital Status: 

Education: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Brother: 


BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS 
Route 2, Molena, Ga, 

White 

Male 

18 ' . V'.h 

Molena, Ga., November 15., 1939 

130 lbs. 

Brown 

Red 

Fail 1 ; freckles 

Small 

Single 

Completed 7th Grade 

WALTER S. RIGGINS; Old Age Home, 

Flovilla, Georgia; 


Brother: 

Sister: 

Military Service: None 

Occupation: Unemployed; he advised lie has never 

worked; but has helped around home 
and farm. 


*jt 
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Relatives 


aunts 

with whom RIGGINS resides on 
Route 2, Molena, Georgia, for 
past six years. Prior to tils, 
subject advised that he was in 
Orphans Home from age 4 to 11 
years of age at Hapeville, Ga. 

Medical Condition .‘Subject advised he has diabete s 

:i [* and i s treated byl 

|| at Zebulon, Georgia 

Characteristics: Has speech impediment mental 

condition; Subject advised that 
he was in State Hospital, 
Milledgeville, Georgia, about 
five years ago for "high temper" . 

ArreBts 

Admitted: Subject advised that he was 

arrested May 16, 1958, by 
Sheriff's Office, Zebulon, Georgia 
for writing threatening letter to 
Senator TALMADGE, and was released 
from the Pike County, Georgia Jail 
' May 21, 1958, on bond. 

Draft Status: Subject advised that he has 

never registered for the draft 
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«f AT ZEBUtON , GEORGIA 


• , . On May 22 , . 1953 , 

ias 'treated subject In the past and that subject-! 
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advised- that ha 


" hot 


mentally, sound 11 and is "not responsible for his actions . 

added -that he -had had no recent contact with:, the 


subject -.but • that the subject has diabetes 
have a tumor of the pituitary gfemcl. 


i n c ip idu s and ma 


On May .22, 195", 


01 


Sheriff J. AS TOR RIGGINS, Pike Count ;/. Georgia, a dvised that 
BENNIE JAMES RIGQIMS was arrested 1. 1 the sheri f 

for writing a threatening letter to Senator TALMADGE, and : 
shat .he. was released . on 3500 bond on May 21, 1958. 

On the same day. Sheriff J. A3T0R RIGGINS advised 
■that the subject would be tried in che Superior Court of; 
Pike County, Georgia, on a charge, of writing a threatening 
letter and that the punishment for that crime is a two .to 
five year sentence. ■ • ’ .. v 


AT MOLENA, GEORGIA •. 


On 

advised that 


12 . 1959 


Route 2, 


she is an aunt of the subject and that the 
subject has been residing with her for several years. 

She stated’ that the subject is emotionally disturbed and 
has congenital diabetes. She described subject as being 
a "good boy" who has been a great deal of help around the 


house. She added that she has r 


no information as to hla 


writing extortion letters. 


Washington Field Office letter to Director dated 
May 2o, 1958/ reported that, 3A DONALD E. 'WALTER contacted 
Senator HERMAN TALMADGE of Georgia on the morning of 
May 26, 1958 .and obtained from him letters dated April .5,. 
1950, May lo, 1953, and May 15, 1958, addressed to Senator 
TALMADGE .from BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS,, whose address is shown 
as Molena, Georgia. 





Accompanying the three abov:e .letters from 'RIGGINS 
was a copy of a letter from, Senator TALMApGS to the Sheriff 
of Pike County, Georgia., wherein the Senator advised the 
sheriff of having received handwritten letter from the subject 
and drawing it to the sheriffs attention. The Senator's 
letter' was dated May 13, 1955. 


advised that sh 


following persons had pe 
HIGGINS to" the Senator'. I 


land Senator HERMAN TALMADG2. 
of the above nersons are attached to the office, staff of 
Senator TALMADGE. 


The above documents, were delivered to SA GEORGE 
DINGLE of the FBI Laboratory the morning of May 26, 1938. 


Los Angeles letter to Director dated May 27* 
1958, stated that information concerning Subject RIGGINS 
was discussed with Assistant U. 3. Attorney ROBERT D.- 
HORNBAKER, -Los Angeles, on May 26 , 1953. 


Assistant HORNBAKER declined prosecution in favor 
of prosecutive decision of l). S. Attorney, Atlanta, inasmuch 
as all letters originated within Georgia Judicial District. 


: Bureau letter to Atlanta dated May 28, 1953, 
reflected that Mr. ROBERT J. BOUCK, Special Agent in 
Charge, Protective- Research Section, United States' Secret 
Service, White House, Washington, D. 0. , on May 2o, 1953., 
advised Bureau's liaison representative that they were in 
possession of the letter written by subject to Vice President 
NIXON. Mr. BOUCK stated Secret Service desired to retain 
this letter in view of the threat to Vice President NIXON. 

Mr, BOUCK advised that this letter . would be made available 
to the Bureau if such was needed in any pending prosecution 
against the sub ject.. - y' .-: it v:.,.v V .■-by: : A 


The follov/ing are Laboratory reports dated 
58 , May 29, 1953, and June 12, 1953.: 












AT 9-1299 


yV/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
■Washington 25, D. C. 

: ■, ’ REPORT 

, OF THE 

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION. 
Identification Division 


YOUR FILE NO. 

FBI FILE NO. 
LATENT CASE NO. 

TO: SAC, ATLANTA 


May 29/ 1958 ' 


15633 


'..A-'' /. AT-%!i'vv v.’ v * v : .. • 1 1. •, •• •'» ■ 

• v 9 ; v fy A?;' )' ' A* ‘ A • " ; ' 

■ . * . " «' " * A.*t' f. i'l .• • ♦ •••'• •» ■*-** i.' 1 '"' ■* * ’ i ‘‘ 

' .S ’ " * , • • -V 1*. ~ « 


RE: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; ' 9 ' ■// V vy ,, 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM • : ’ 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON - VICTIM ’■ T' 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM • v. • s 

EXTORTION : < -yy. E5-: 

• : •. * t * - v * • ••.' . • • 

Reference: Letter UFO dated 3/26/38 

Examination Requested By : WFO' ' " v . „ 

Specimens: • Two envelopes' and accompanying ' letter, Q 1 through 

Carbon copy of letter dated 5/13/58 to "Honorable 
J. As tor Riggins, Sheriff of Pike County, Beerier 
Georgia" ... . 

No latent impressions developed on specimens 
•designated Q 1 through q 6 . 

Ql through 06 and the carbon copy of letter 
dated 5/13/58 are being forwarded With conies of this report 
to WFO. 

■' .% Laboratory report separate.. / 5/ vf ; 

M v ’ '• • y •/ /V • Ay v \ 

2-VJFO (Enclosures 7 ) • : •„ . .: 8; by/' 

\ // v 'y ; . f / 5 . • / - 11 — >- 88 ' //;: ' . /■■f/5 : 85 '5 


>vr 9-1299 


: ..’mV' 


• REPORT. , 
:. : of the' 


•.' tT "r jj 


. t.f 

. . . r ' v *:v 


of the' :A‘- \' / ^-^9;'.. 9/9 Vi 5e ; : T\Y:vT v 

■•"••• •■:• ■ ; V v ••' <c ? .c 9-5 1 • JAW 4 Aa?o'#v.-, 

A **' •*•• . • r .;V *«.• ' • « V> ' ?. • 

:•- LABORATORY' - 9-W - 

.. ,* . v • ••'•'*«-■ -* “• >’-i : ••* • 

7 ?. l \ T f rvQ TMuT?omTri r,mT A\t v?*-- /*> ? :' 


' FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION -• 
* WASHINGTON, I). C. " 


' . - - .:-vAv-;iVA *f>/- 

dm ,••::> . 

Tin #*<•' i--, . .-■■■t 

K Zw&* : : -i 


TO: FBI, ATLANTA / ' ‘/ ; • 

A3: ' BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; Dafc- ' 'kasr 

ART LINtCLSTTfflJ . VICTIM; , FBI File No V 

^‘“iW© K. NIXON - Lab. No.- B-. 27 i. 39 S nj 

SENATOR HERMAN YAIMADGE - VICTIM i/re:V' 

EXTORTION ' . 4; '• 

->%T- 

Specimens received from FBI, Washington ?ield/ 6 feh:- , 5/2 .C>/v<g 

Q 1 Envelope . bearing handwritten address "Sen&i^.r Herman 
ialinadge State. Captial Washington ; D 0 r, I 9 v n^.tmark , efi' 

’ MOLENA GA. MAY 9195 V p.M." ^ : ■ ■ 

Envelope bearing handwritten address Senator Herman • 


bear 

ihg 

handwritten 

add re 

Stat 

e n 

aptial Washington 

GA. 

MAY 

14,1958 

p 

-4. • 

M. u 

hs n 0 . 

wri 

tten lette 

r 

dated 

nato 

;• T; 

aimadage 

I. 

am a v< 

ide 

• * 

.00 someth 

in 

g very 


l . ; ' A !' ' • *, 

.. . V , „ W O O 


# • * ^ ^ ‘ V l\j OVA. wOO 

Bennie James U5 ins' Molena ' Oo ." 

Q,J One -page handwritten letter dated - 9 /IOA 0 , boginninp 
Hello Senator Taimarige I am a y ounr . . . eliding oh 
reverse side "...out of danger . h 

^ r ^A 0 /. n 5 ' paper hearing handvjritten lo t tor dated. 

0 / 10/9- 1 , (| beginning Hello Senator Ta Imadge I am a 
young... ending ...army marine cm 3.' 1 . 

,?j'; e “P a Ee handwritten letter dated 9 /I 9 / 5 S, beginnin r 
Hello Sena cor Talmadge I vJrote here a week..." ■ 

- ending on reverse side . this address Bennie James 
Riggins Molena Go Rf 2 .!-' . • u 

ALSO SUBMITTED: Carbon ‘copy of .letter dated 5/13/58 to 

Honorable J. Actor Riggins Sheriff of 
Pike County, Zebulon, Georgia 


Page 1 


- 12 - 





>ah 


Contlnu'.'d next page 


, . . i •. *; V ■•'" • , . •_ 
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Results of Examination: 



tio not c one ci x n any vj a 1 0 ptuq pk c op 
iracteristlos which would assist in 
:es of the envelopes ■ and paper. 

separately act vised rogf vding t-io 
fingerprint examination.* You 
.e disposition of the- evidence in the 
Photographs are retained in the files 


of the Bureau 


mm- 


AT 9-1299 



REPORT 
OF THE 


F B X 

LABORATORY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. v '"V . 


June 12, 19 

9-34483 

D-2-S0279 DJ 


BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; • 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON - 
VICTIM; : 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Specimens received 


Envelope bearing handwritten address "Art Lirikletter 
CBS Hollywood, California," postmarked. "MODENA GA'. 

MAY 12 ' 1953 PM," bearing writing in the upper left-hand 
corner, 

Accompanying one-page handvjritten letter beginning 
"Monday May 12, 1958 this is...," ending on reverse 
side "...don't fool around." 


.xamin 


uion 


It was concluded that, the handwriting on Q7,and Q 8 
was prepared by the writer of specimens Q1 through 0,6, 
previously submitted in connection v?ith this case. 


Q 7 and q 3 are returned herewith. Photographs are. 


retained 


•• "■''Mr' -T r'&h y ’i* >»!* A*- 



By letter -dated 'June 5 j 1953 , t 
forwarded to the-. FBI Laboratory four page 
specimens of Subject RIGGINS. 

The follov;ing is a Laboratory r 
these, four pages of. handwriting specimens 
RIGGINS, dated June lo, 1958- 


- & A*** v ; n * 



retained 


</,HEPORT • = - ■ V >; y . ••; ; ; ; if- / 

i =^- i iOP THE /.i 'VjV^vy rvi-V/Vi 

- . ■ ’■ ■ ,' . ... . ■ - V >i .,fV 

.«►... • .v •-% ' <•„-/•..* •...•* . - •.-. • /* ■'<•• v m v C-> * v >tv •> • . "v. .,* '* • ,* : 

■ ://V ■ FBI' ■ : ■’'••• ':';■ ,/ 


■•‘v. FBI ... . ■ ••;• •uw 

fV/f ' :: t: • ‘ ‘ LABORATORY 4- //tV 

' ' federal BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

’WASHINGTON , D. C. ■>; w, r-'/yy/h 


FBI, Atlanta 


BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM / 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD M. \ ! ' '. 

NIXON - VICTIM 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Specimens, received 6 


Date: ‘ '/June 16, 195 

FBI File Mo. 9-34433. 

Lab V No. v. D- 28098 9 DJ 


- K1 Four sheets of ruled paper bearin£V/^dd\0 : 3sandv)riting 
’ f •: of . BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS.' 'f ' ' / ;;:y./4v/ 

Results of Examination:. 4 i ;f. a. 

•• It was concluded that Q1 through' Q8 were 

prepared by BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS, whose known hand- 
■' writing specimens are designated above as Kl. , . 


Ki is returned herewith. Photographs are 
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AT MILLEDGEVILLE, GEORGIA 


The following investigation was conducted by -SA 
JOHN P. O'BRIEN: ... - ... ■"% 


Petition For Commission of Lunacy for State of. 


by 



3.9; 

19. add 

The 

c? 0 

1. kj KJ 

records reflect 
listed as Helena 

uo 



1 

aunt. 


Subject’s History' Blank . 
reflects subject’s mother in deceased, and that subject has 
a 6th grade education. Subject, after his mother’s death, 
v;as placed in Georgia Baptist Horne For Children, Hapevillo, 
Georgia, from March 30, 1944 to May 2o, 1951. Subject has 
father, tv;o brothers, and one sister, nc names shown on the 
record. 


AT ATLANTA, GEORGIA 


vr -iU 


V.) 


y 


3A 


The following; investigation was conducted . by 


dn July 14, 1953, the facts of ' this case' were 
discussed with Assistant U. S. Attorney JOHN VI. STOKES;- - *' 
Mr. STOKES advised that he is declining prosecution * in- 
this matter in view of the state prosecution pending,., 
against subject. 
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Office Memorandum • united s . government 


DIRECTOR, i'T/I (<>34433) 


AC, ATLANTA (9-1299) 


DATE: 7/21/93 


iunjECT: bENKIS JAMES RIGGINS; Yry; 

ART LINKLETTSR - VICTIM; 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON - 
VICTIM; 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

(ATLANTA: 00) ;/ 


Transmitted herewith is report of SA 

dated 7/21/53 at Atlanta, Georgia. :/l 

REFERENCES -• / v '■> - : ' 

Los Angeles airtels to Bureau dated May 16 and 27* 1958; 
Atlanta airtel to Director, May 22, 1958; 

VJPO letter to Bureau dated May 2o, 1958; 

Bureau letter uo Atlanta daued May 25, 1950, ■ 

FBI Laboratory reports dated May 29; June 12, lo, lypq;; '■ 
Atlanta letter to* Bureau dated June 5, 1958; 

VjpO letter to Atlanta, June 13* 1953* 

LEADS: 

LOS ANGELES (INFORMATION) . , 

A copy of this report is being designated . i or Los 
Angeles Office inasmuch as prosecutive opinion in 
this case was rendered by Assistant U. S. Attorney, 

Los Angeles . A 

AY 


u\ 
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■ — - — > ■ ■ : r ; ' ■ » .; v. •. . ' ' i- • :A. *v 




The Special Agent In Charge, 0. S. Secret Service, 
Atlanta, Georgia, has been advised by letter of the decision 
of the U. S. Attorney in this matter. 


, i ,r- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




OIOco ol Origin 
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H|B| 

ATLANTA 
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Iras C? CASE 

BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM 
VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD M. 
NIXON - VICTIM 
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - 
VICTIM 


Re port mads by 


Typed Bj; b g 

jmf b7C 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

EXTORTION 


■ 

'■VI 


SjTOptu: 


Subject directed letter to victim ART LINKLETTER, May 12, 1958, 
threatening life of victim and victim's sons unless $700 in cash 
remitted to subject at Route #2, Helena, Georgia. Investigation 
at Helena, Georgia disclosed letter authored by subject, an eighteen 
year old boy wno admitted writing instant threatening letter. 

Subject also admitted writing similar letters to Vice President 
RICHARD M. NIXON and Senator HERMAN TALMADGE. Subject former 
inmate of Georgia Mental Hospital and presently suffering diabetic 
condition. Arrested by Pike County Sheriff's Office May 21, 1958 
for writing threatening letter to Senator TALMADGE. Prosecution 
declined by Assistant United States Attorney, Lor; Angeles in 
favor of ’prosecutive action of United States Attorney, Atlanta, 
Georgia. Laboratory handwriting examination confirms subject as 
author of all letters. 
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DETAILS : 
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pocial Agont 
In Chargo 


(l. , - Bureau (9-34483) 

T - USA, Los Angeles 
2 - Atlanta (9-1290) 

I - V/EO 

1 - Los Angeles (9-2142) 
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• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
INTERVIEW REPORT A 


July 29, 1958 


On May l6, 19581 I ART LINKLETfER, 

orominenfc radio and television entertainer, 8 ?B - T — 

Boulevard, Los Angeles, California advised SA I 

that a threatening letter had been received in LINKLETTER's fan 
aail that day. This letter, which was Handwritten in pencil on 
■ ined notebook paper, wa3 enclosed in a plain whine envelope and 
bore the address ART LINKLETTER, CBS, Hollywood, California.^ 

'The following notation appeared on the face of feae envelope ii 
not dilverv 5 day return BENNIE RIGGINS, Molena, Ga. R #2." The 
lette“as‘ dispatched by Air Mail and was postmarked ar Molena, 

Ga., PM, May 12, 1958. An unfired .22 caliber bullet was enclosed 
v?ith the letter. 

| made tnls letter available on May lb, 1958, 
and its contents are set forta as follows: 


"Monday 
May 12, 1958 

"Dear Art 


"this is very important your boy 
life is in danger no jokes at all 


"I wrote you a few weeks ago I am a young boy eighteen. I 
have seen you give large sum of money away on your show 
people that don't even need it as bad as i_ neco it I am a 
Gang leader now and mean business they are 15 beys in My 
Gang they are 6 of my boys in California states if you 
don't clo what your told you will wish nad my boys hang arounu 
some 01 the senooi r fne police FBI GBI or any otuer laws 
won 1 1 help any if you don't send me $700 * 00 dollar ac the 
date I said your boy ROBERT and JACK will be murder I send 
My Gang to a few States like New York Chicago ills . Your 
Houseparty show some Gang may come there if you don't send 
me the money $ 700.00 dollar t'nis date 

"address BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS 
Molena GA R #2 

if you want your boy to live 

May 17, or 19 or 20 so if you want your boy to live or well 
or your self send cash or check no mark bill know slip up 
your boy life is at stake it up to you if you want your h°y 
to live* we mean business you are getting first and la3t ^ 


sitsrview with 


ART LINKLETTER 

3 Qt CBS, Hollywood, California 


File if LA 9-2142 






property of FBI • ihe/FJiK t (intents are to be outside trie 

toonei.^ . ^ . v ‘ Q ^ *3fc O r -^ 










chance your boy ROBERT will be shot to death as well as 
JACK your own life, is in dancer don't you dare call my 
name we are part of the new York Gang Its up to you this 
no joke. 

'’Send the money or check for $700.00 dollar to this 
address 


Mr. BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS 
Molena Oa R 7 f2 


don't fool around 


{explained that Mr. LINKLETTER was a w are of 

r's contents and was not concerned about its threats 
t ti.mt Its author was a "nut” cf some kind. 

to LINKLETTER is nob acquainted with 

Molena, Georg ia and has never heard of or recalls 
ous correspond ence being received from anyone 
me of RIGGINS, | [described victim ART 

R as being age - forty -four, height - five feet 
s, weight - one hundred sixty pounds, hair - light 
es - blue, and complexion ~ fair. She described 
NKLETTER ' s son, ROBERT, as being age - twelve, 
five feet eight inches* weight - one aundred forty 
air - dark brown, and eyes - brown. LINKLETTER' a 
;, is described as age - nineteen, height - six feet, 
one hundred sixty pounds, hair - brown, and eyes - 


■tv/ 


ig t§f§t 


!§§i 





' <*•■» ./ * * 


Xv 




r- 


f 


is; 

I'< 


■ .• ; '. ■ ■ 
.'■Ki,: ■ 


‘V,*'. '' t( '' 
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The contents of this letter were discussed with 
Assistant United States Attorney ROBERT D. HORNBAKER, L03 Angeles, 
California on May 16, 1958, who requested tnat an inquiry be 
made at Molena, Georgia to establish the age and mental capacity 
of BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS, before making a prosecutive decision. 

On May 1 6, 1958 the Atlanta office was advised by 
Airtel of the contents of the threatening letter received by 
ART LINKLETTER from subject, and that office was requested to 
make inquiry at Molena, Georgia concerning BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS 
so tnat the Assistant United States Attorney at Los Angeles 
might be advised. 

On May 22, 1958 the Atlanta office advised that BENNIE 
JAMES RIGGINS, when interviewed on May 22, 1958 at Molena, 

Georgia, admitted in signed statements directing letters within 
one oast two weeks to victims demanding $700 from LINKLETTER, 

m .n t r ? a T% /*i T.^ 

•? 


$200 from NIXON, and $200 from TALHADGE. Each letter threatened. 
z o kill fcne victim if he failed to pay. RIGGINS, according 
to the Atlanta information, is an eighteen year old boy w..o 

ago 


ne was 

ti ; 


i.as 
ommitted 


completed the seventh grade. Five year 
so the State Hospital, Milledgeville, Georgia for "nigh 
A medical doctor vfno treated the subject in the past advised that 


temper. 


(subject) , 


not mentally sound and has diabetes inclpidus. 


The Atlanta Airtel further advised that BENNIE JAMES 
RIGGINS was arrested by the Sheriff's Office of Pike County, 


Georgia on May 21, 1958 for wrii 




:e threatening letter to 


hi at or HERMAN TALMADGE. RIGGDJS was released from the Pike 
County Jail on May 12, 195o on $500 bond. 

The information concerning BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS as 
received from the Atlanta office was discussed with Assistant 
United States Attorney ROBERT D. HORNBAKER, Southern District 
of California, Los Angeles, on Hay 26, 1958. Mr. HORNBAKER 
declined prosecution of RIGGINS for a violation of the Federal 
Extortion Statute in favor of any prosecutive decision which 
might be made by United States Attorney at Atlanta, Georgia, 
inasmuch as the letter to LINKLETTER originated within the 
Georgia Judicial District and the subject resides- in that 
territory. ■ 

• Sv A «•*; w V 
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On May 27, 195o the letter reda^/ed by victim ART. 

;r from subject together with the envelope containing 
were submitted to the FBI Latj/Statory for handwriting 
ins with letters to the other victims, which were being 
. for a comparitive examination by the Washington Field 
Laboratory, by letter dated June 12, 1958, advised 
handwriting on tne letter addressed to ART LINKLETTER 
.red by the author of the letters addressed to victims 
ident MIXON and Senator TALMADGE. 
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Office MerrMandum 

to : DIRECTuR , FBI (9-34NG) 


. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: July 29 , 195<3 


wtcMgAC , LOS ANGELES (9-2142) 


subject: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 

ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD M. 

NIXON - VICTIM 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - 

VICTIM 

EXTORTION 

00: Atlanta 


r R'V'xJ/ VirT-r i />> 'AT-A ' 99G? V-MT-d ' ‘ ,-V. ' vl'N' 1 . 

9 a «? • 

A . .p: ; 

j-v/. * ' . .£ 7 T ; ^ • T . v- ’«,•'*> • •' v. ? ;; 

■ - - ' ■ • : ’ - ■ - G T^y' 


Enclosed herewith is report of SA — 

dated as above at Los Angeles in the above captioned cas . 

REFERENCES 

Los Angeles Airtel to tue Director, May l6, 195&.» 

with cony to Atlanta. int p 

Atlanta Airtel to the Director, dated way 22, 195 > 

with copy to Los Angeles. , 

Los Angeles Airtel to the Director, daoed May 27 > 
195b, with copies for Atlanta and Washington Field 

Office. 
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/ i.-- Bureau (Enel. -IV 
2 - Atlanta (Ends. -2) (9-1299) 
1 - WFO (Enel. -1) 

1 - Los Angeles 

JMCsjmf 

( 5 ) 
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? jlt'hf* 


.13 AUG 5 1958 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


ro : 

JOHN J. McGUIRE 

.. date: 4-26-60 .• 

• •' y 'I - •• : , - 

FROM : 

quinn m^y) J, 

/ 

. . ' vv : - 

: 4. : ?'v : ' - > ' - , - - 

•• rV-U ■'■rs-:;---- ■ ■ '.hUv; 

•> x't, r •' > ' ‘V-v 


) / 

! 

t ( 


‘ . . 

subject: 

Bennie ,J cmes 

Higgins; 



Art L inklctter } victim; Vice President H ichard A. 
Nixonj victim , Senator Herman Palmadgc , victim 
Ex to rtion 


9-34483 


To Is on - 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Belmont 

Callahan 

De Loach 

Malone — 

McGuire 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Rook 

Ingram 

Gandy 


There is enclosed the file which has been maintained in the 
Laboratory in connection with the above-captioned matter. It is desired 
that this file be maintained as an enclosure behind the main file in the 
Records Branch. 


Enclosure 
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Recorded 

5/28/58 

PCC 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


NO LAB FILE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


LATENT 


ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; 


aw 3 

File §7 f 

Lab. # D-279896 DJ 


VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N. NIXON - VICTIM; 
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

r . . I- (.CO 1 ' 


Examination requested by: 


FBI, Washington Field Office Letter 5/26/5$ 


Examination requested: Document - Fingerprint 


Result of Examination: 


Date received: 5/26/58 / 

(Personally deliver ed) ,/ b6 

Examination by: I • b7c 


*<'■ L( -"’ -V ■■■/• .// , - . <> • ^ ^V, 

7? j.ac.j.4 A, ; : ■- 


J-3- 


/ L 0 •>' 


Hr- J t 


C' 


5/>? !&- 


Specimens submitted for examination * •*- O cl 

Q1 Envelope bearing handwritten address "Senator Herman Tamadgo 
SadduoigM State Captial Washington D C.," postmarked 
"MOLENA GA. MAY 9 1958 KMXP.M." ...... , . - •!:, ... • 

02 Envelope bearing handwritten address "Senator Leman 
Talraadge State Captial Washington D C. , " postmarked 
MOLENA GA. MAY 14 1958 P.M." ■ , - .. . 'c | 

Q3 One-page handwritten letter dated 4/5/58, beginning 
"Hello Senator Talmadage I am a white..." ending on 
reverse side "...do something very soon Address ^ 

Bennie James Riggins Molena Ga. " , , [■. / \ 'iM 0 

Q4 One-page handwritten letter dated 5/J.0/58, beginning 
"Hello Senator Talmadge I am a young..." ending on 
reverse side "...out of danger." , . 

Q5 Piece of paper bearing handwritten letter dated 5/10/58, 
beginning "Hello Senator Talmadge I am a young..." ending 
"...army marine crop." ,,, . 

Q6 One-page handwritten letter dated 5/15/58, beginning | 

"Hello Senator Talmadge I wrote here a week..." ending /iuSl 
KPT. on reverse side "...this address Bennie James Rig gin s At sioM 

nwiiitn urnii hi rriiT Twin ' > ninim mui — iiurm ' nf 
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Recorded federal bureau of investigation 

5/28/58 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

PCC 

Laboratory Work Sheet 

UTBKT 

Re: B^mrmsrniGQins: 

ART LIMrcx&TTER - VICTIM; 

VIC£ PRESIDENT RICHARD N« NIXON - VICTIM: 
SENATOR HERMAN TALMADOE I VICTIM 5 

EXTORTION * 


Exqmination requested by: « OT ~ . . . ... 

FBI, Washington Field Office Letter 5/26/58 

examination requested. DOCUttent - Fingerprint Date received: 5/26/58 


NO LAB FILE 


File# 3 3 

Lab> * D-279896 DJ 


Result of Examination: 


(Persona 

Examination 
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**«» /” 


*» 




I £N r L 


Specimens submitted for e xamination 

51 S" 

” SE“iS5r“‘S“ f ”~~ 

t13 texsij , ^r ioe 

Bonnie Janes Riggins liolena Ga." ... , . 

04 0ne«pngo hcuNiwit ton letter dated 5/ JO/58, beginning^ 

revo«o fa ni!^°^ Tal2a f ?cr ? ( * tu * a young...” ending on 
ro/orse sici« ...out o.t danger, 

of paper bearing handwritten lot tor dated 5/10/38 
be^,.i truing Hollo Senator Talaadge I tan o youn^- » ending 
"...assay aar Ineorop. 1 ' y ~' 1 * endin 6 


QS ?2f7? ag « handwritten let ter dated 3/I5/5S, beginning 

%MirD ept k<5uat°r raim&dge I wo to hero a week. , « »» endinc 

■US - ■ ZmmmMk -■■ P * gC l contlpuad n.xt p.g. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

reoorded 6/6/£>8 

ob k 

Re: wSNtfr? V AMES HIGGINS ; 

AaT - VICTIM; 

Vice President RICHARD NIXON - VICTIM] 

Senator HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


LA3 PILE.... 

File # 

Lab. # D-280279 DJ 


, Los Snfjoles (9-2142) 5/27/58 

Document Date received: 

Examination by 


11/29/58 


.xamination requested 


Result of Examination 




r?K*& 


Qlf Envelope bearing handwritten aadre33 !, Art Linkletter 
CBS Hollywood, California/ 1 postmarked "MOLENA GA. 

MAY 12 19^3 PH/’ bearing writ inn in upper left-hand oornor. 

Q8 Aooorapanying ono-page handwritten letter beginning 

"Monday Hay 12, 19po this ia..../ 1 ending on reverse side 
11 .**. .Tdon l t fool around . ” 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


recorded 6/6/58 
ebk 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


Re: BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS J 
ART LINKLETTER - VICTIM; 

Vice President RICHARD NIXON - VICTIM; 
Senator HERMAN TALMADGE - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


File# f - 3 3 

Lab. # D-280279 DJ 



Examination requested by: FBI, Los Angeles (9-2142) 5/27/58 

Examination requested: Document Date received 


Examination by 


Result of Examination 


Specimens submitted for examination 


Envelope bearing handwritten address "Art Linkletter 
CBS Hollywood, California," postmarked "MODENA C-A. 

MAY 12 1958 PM," bearing writing in upper left-hand cornet 

Accompanying one-page handwritten letter beginning 
^Monday Hay 12, 1958 this is....," ending on reverse side 
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Recorded 6/10/5U bp 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEF 5 ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


LAB FILE OPENED... 

D- 

File # 9-34483 

Lab. JK D 260989 DJ 


Laboratory iWork Sheet 

He- BENNIE JAMES RIGGINS; 

ART LINKLETTER- VICTIM 

VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD N'L NIXON- VICTIM 

SENATOR HERMAN TALMADGE- VICTIM 

EXTORTION 


Examination requested by: FBI t Atlanta ( 9“1299 }-Lett©r 6 / 5/58 
Examination requested: Document Date received: 6 / 9/58 

Examination by: 


Result of Examination: 


s L/;i/gs _ 
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Specimens submitted for examination 




SPECIMEN CHECK # AMOUNT DATE PAYABLE TO SIGNED BY 

Kl Pour sheets of ruled pep er bearing known handwriting of 
BENNIE;. JAMES RIGGINS. 


BANK 


be 

b7C 
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'bfib' 




.-srs-.MftV 
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Q ’KITED STATES DEP< 
rameiivLHunEAU 


DEPARTMENT' OFQ'SriCE 

REAti OF INYE^riGATOfN: 


The following -l* lil -tecortlj NU SIR ER ■ 


^tUHCtONliD;a K , 

* ryl Vi Xtifictor* 

S 932 . 314 \J M 

. hUxtwM KC)K\OrFVClAt t5E ONL1 


:coNrn»ooroR or 

FINGERPRINTS? 


namk, and kumccr 


1 Awiz$r%t> o« 

/ RECF.YLO 


C-S*CSTOON 


BEseaxmoH 


i^ted:by>t AR^ ON; FU£G W*w\zxi«h> are, ba^A 

’pj- sRas** amtAREv f <3 £fr ** 
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IV 


UNITED STATFq ^ 


&py to, 

Rtport of i 

n '• N " 1 '•" AnBelos „ ; _. 0 ._ 

AHWits oukdo;. . 1!fKlBtIa . 



Office Lcs Ansel— 

* California 


Mil * ^ f> 


■+ ' -.V'lf 


Cboiaci,,. 


Synopjl,; 


WAUD AGAINST THE 


^Sc^-y W^STTffi, 'axa • 

HawtaaT Safi sw «i«a S £L?\ ta:i to *»S«1««. 

?? «WTOS h n lp ^«300, £ ig**$h. *?& IggJ*. 

Jggj“ l - fiTO'wii p^r 1 ^ «0?.C0 ?ft e wtianl 

Fk.%22£~' S&SS 

* -i due tc nature 


•Si? 


DETAILS : 


- f - 



° 1 a • v|| 

* W/o> if, toafthhaZ? 0 "* ° f a ” r *'"<*• it h tki : ' : M% 

j- - . 


b6 

blc 
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LA 46-303c 


connection- with his position as a member of ‘.the Board of 
Directors, Cdhu Electronics^ Inc., 5725 Kearny Villa Bead, 

San’ Diego, California, .which PS* was directed to tne Inspector 
.of Naval Material, 1206 Santee Street, Los Angela s*-,—-- — — - i -" r 

ItJifiai^ted-^hsLlfTSllKsiraEk' indicated on this ?35, 
-that--he'was born July Ifi 1912 at Moosejaw; Saskatchewan, 


States District Court, Los -Angeles, Califoriria, oh- ‘ ^y; §,, 

.Certificate, , n 6 v s 66419$9'.' , ’•••' ■■ ' ‘ T “' ” ' • 

LINKLETTER, under item' No.- 29 of this PSQ, indicated 
, that he had no prior- arrests. ,, ■ • - ^ , •• " 

" The following is the FBI identification Record for 
ARTHUR GORDON LINKLETTBR,. FBI No. 3932314,. as submitted- by 
the FBI Identification Division under date* of October* 21,. 

1953 : ’ ” ' : . " , ' ' ' ‘ 


Contributor of Name and. 
Fingerprints Number l . 


Arrested, or' 
•Received ~T ...Charge 


• . Pi gpo altl an 


‘ USH, San , s" a’ Arthur , 12/10/42 
- Francisco i ] Idhkl.etter. - ’ • 

•Calif.,, #4956?' , 


false. * - 1/I9/4R 

affidavit §500 fine 
o f . o r 6 ir.os. 

citizenship in jai 

’ paid fine 

■ released 


ASF, War 
Dept.. 


: BD,., Richmond; 

' Calif: : - ‘* 


OSI and -NS 
Los Angeles,. 
Calif.; - ' 


a - 


Arthur 

Gordon 

Link-letter 

#109-KAS 


pub. rel 
' mgr. 

11 / 8/43 


Arthur admin . , 

Gordon asst.. F. 

linkletter 1/31/44 

#1 09 r PRR- 1 ’ ' " 

Arthur* alien reg. 

Gorddn.;.; ; 1/22/43' "\\ 
Lihklefctep-. . 

■#5945358.' ; .. . 




;t^v ^ r U •..** * f . \ ^ . v Vi f .. -V," \t *•'**{ cV * * 
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LA 46-5032 


‘* • +(.* <# ,; ■> > 


^^^mw°T sKaiplyoyglyS^^yilSy- 

^®?3.1nea .prosecution* .Hu*-. +,% 4.u„ ‘rw&StA v 

w cne nafcure;or %e; orfenlef^^ — 


i ’■. v Namg ■ ■' ' ' ' 

, ■ Sex 
Race . . : 

Citizenship 

Cate, of girth ' 

" Place of- Birth 

Height 

Weight 

. 'Hair : . 

'•■v ; -Exes; ' '■•-•.•• 

.Marital Status- 
Soouj security m , 

Military-Service 
Resiliency “ • 

Wife .. 

■ Soria; : ■ * - ._ 

‘ 1 . Daughters-. - - ' 


ARTHUR GORDON XIJfKiiSTTFS- 
' White 

American .(Naturalized uchr 
'Los Angeles , by J 
July l?:j 1912 ^ 

SKEK" 

6 ?T M ' ’ ... 

22.5 lbs . 

’Blond; 

'Blue- . 

Married. - • , 

545rl845d02' 

3932314 ' 

None • : . • 

JLSsy^ on &*.*?< : 

-LXriKLBTTSR,-. -saiiiA' addr>A«W 


ian:e address 


+U.ANS LINKL2TTER, ' 

».* ■ , * * \ 



'-/m 

■ v-y ; A2 

. . . 4» Pn^S 

A-m 

1 

■’’i’ 


- »'»/■** * A*** “ 

• - 'W > V ,S*v -v 


>a:' 







